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Erik H. Cohen

Prof. Erik H. Cohen of Bar Ilan University passed on 14 October, 2014 (20 Tishrei 5775) in
Jerusalem. Erik H. Cohen was Associate Professor of Education at Bar-Ilan University. He
received his B.A. in Philosophy and Sociology, and M.A. in Philosophy and Psycho-Sociology
from the University of Lyon, France, his DEA in Sociolinguistics at the Sorbonne, and was a
Jerusalem Fellow in Jewish education. In 1986, he received his Ph.D. in Sociology from the
University of Nanterre, France. He taught in the Faculty of Social Sciences at Bar-Ilan
University’s School of Education. He was the scientific director of the independent Research
and Evaluation Group in Jerusalem. Prof. Cohen’s research fields included French Jewish
Demography and Sociology, Youth Culture in Modern and Postmodern Society, Educational
Tourism, Sociology of Jewish Education, and theoretical and methodological issues in informal
education. He published seven books in English, French and Hebrew and numerous articles in
international journals. Many of these dealt with aspects of Jewish identification. Recently he
was a member of the international team that investigated Jewish perceptions of antisemitism
in 9 European Union countries, coordinated by the Jewish Policy Research institute in London
with the sponsorship of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency in Vienna. Erik was an active
board member of the Facet Theory Association (FTA). He presented data analyses of his
research findings using Facet Theory methods at FTA conferences, and engaged members in
discussions on various approaches to theory formulation and data analysis. He presented his
views with great enthusiasm and was involved in many of the discussions concerning these
issues. Erik was a genial person, deeply committed to his Jewish heritage and to furthering
Jewish Education through research and its application. He was always willing to hear and
discuss differing perspectives, and he challenged others with his own views. Erik will be
missed as a researcher, colleague, and human being. The article published in this issue of

Hagira is one of the last at whose completion he attended personally.

Yehi zichro baruch.
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David Mittelberg

Roberta Bell-Kligler

Dr. Roberta Bell-Kligler is the director of the International School at Oranim Academic College
of Education in Israel. At Oranim she teaches courses about identity, peoplehood and
globalization. Topics about which she has presented at academic conferences and published
articles include: mifgash, American-Israeli school connection projects, family education and
Jewish peoplehood. She did her academic work in the United States, completing two BA's
from Brandeis — one in Near Eastern and Judaic Studies and one in Russian Language and
Literature — an MA from University of California at Berkeley in Bible, and a doctorate in Jewish
Education from JTS. Roberta has initiated many educational programs dedicated to promoting
Jewish peoplehood and experiencing Israel for groups of families, community leaders,
educators and students from North America, Germany, Russia, South America and Israel. She

lives on Moshav Zippori in the Galilee.

Ariela Keysar

Dr. Ariela Keysar, a demographer, is Associate Research Professor of Public Policy and Law
and the Associate Director of the Institute for the Study of Secularism in Society and Culture
at Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut. She is a principal investigator of the Demographic
Survey of American Jewish College Students 2014; the ARIS 2013 National College Student
Survey; the American Religious Identification Survey 2008; and Worldviews and Opinions of
Scientists: India 2007-2008; and the associate director of the Longitudinal Study of American
and Canadian Conservative Youth 1995-2003 (The Eight Up). She was co-editor of
Secularism, Women & The State: The Mediterranean World in the 21 Century, Secularism
and Science in the 21 Century; and Secularism & Secularity: Contemporary International
Perspectives, and co-author of Religion in a Free Market, and The Next Generation. Jewish

Children and Adolescents.
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Judit Bokser Liwerant

Prof. Judit Bokser Liwerant is Senior Full-Time Professor of Political Science at the Universidad
Nacional Autonoma de México. She is a Distinguished Fellow of the National Research System
and member of the Mexican Academy of Science. She is also a Distinguished Visiting
Professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She has authored numerous books and
scientific articles in the fields of Political Sociology and Contemporary Jewry, including (with
co-authors) Identities in an Era of Globalization and Multiculturalism. Latin America in the
Jewish World (2008), Pertenencia y Alteridad — Judios en/de America Latina.: cuarenta afios
de cambios (2011), Reconsidering Israel-Diaspora Relations (2014), E/ educador judio

latinoamericano en un mundo transnacional (2015).
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Oxford Center of ,University of Illinois Chicago,Brandeis ,UCLA ,Brown-2 M21% ,N"o1001X
University of ,USP ,UNAM ,Colegio de Mexico ,INED ,SOAS ,Hebrew and Jewish Studies
Jewish ;(2003 "2 .V DY) 1995-2020 ,0'oL171'2 A7DI22IX AN MDD 2 .Sydney
Demographic Policies: Population Trends and Options in Israel and the Diaspora (2011);
Fertility Prospects in Israel: Ever Below Replacement Level? (2011); Demographic Trends,
National Identities and Borders in Israel and the Palestinian Territory (2013); From Old and
New Directions: Perceptions and Experiences of Antisemitism among Jews in Italy (with L.D.
Staetsky, 2015); World Jewish Population 2016 (2016).
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