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Associations between gender role attitudes and achieved, intended, or ideal fertility in rich,
democratic societies have been extensively discussed in the literature. Among women, more
progressive attitudes towards women'’s roles in the paid labor market are generally associated
with lower actual fertility and lower fertility ideals. These expectations and findings are
consistent with gender equity theory, whereby women with more progressive gender role
attitudes towards women'’s paid employment are less willing to bear (more) children, given
the generally unequal division of labor that exists in the home. In contrast, there is less
consensus as to whether more liberal men have higher achieved, intended, or ideal fertility.
On the one hand, men with more progressive gender role attitudes may invest more in family
themselves, which may be consistent with higher fertility intentions, up to the point that the
men themselves experience significant work-family conflict; on the other hand, men with
more traditional gender roles may emphasize the importance of women’s primary roles at
home, which may be consistent with higher fertility intentions.

We investigate empirical associations between men’s and women’s gender role attitudes and
their fertility and fertility ideals, in contemporary Israel. By exploiting data from the 2009 and
2019 Israel Social Surveys, we investigate changes over time in associations between gender
role attitudes and fertility, considering interactions with gender, religion, and religiosity.
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The overwhelming majority of sociological research studying the place of migrants in the
hierarchical structures of national inclusion focuses on the nation states with stable territorial
borders. Much less attention has been paid to migrants and their social images in the context
of nation-states experiencing changes in geopolitical borders. In this paper, we focus on such
changes after the fall of the Berlin Wall in Eastern Europe and the further incorporation of
certain postsocialist nation-states into a new political union, namely the EU. We ask whether
and how these changes — new national independence on the one hand and a partnership in a
new supranational political unit on the other hand - have been reflected in the ordinary
citizens’ cognitive images of migrants. To examine this question, we conducted an attitudinal
survey, collecting original data on the popular imaginaries of migrants from national
representative samples in the three postsocialist Baltic nation-states — Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania. Our focus on the Baltic states is not accidental as they provide us with an excellent
opportunity to examine social meanings of the term “migrant” in the countries that have
undergone relatively recent geopolitical changes. Theoretically, we consider ordinary citizens'
cognitive images of migrants that we collected in the survey as categories of practice that carry
vernacular ideas of “the other.” These images as categories of practice coexist with, but - as
our empirical study demonstrates - do not necessarily align with the official categories of
migrants produced by national and international institutions and frequently used in political
debates. Although scholarship on the politics of knowledge tends to highlight the power of
institutional categories in constructing social identities and cognitive images, our research in
the context of geopolitical changes sheds light on the limits of such power.
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This article provides a global mapping of the war-migration nexus, introducing a new
theoretical framework that explores how military service functions as both a catalyst and a
barrier to transnational mobility. While immigration scholarship often addresses wars in the
context of refuge and asylum-seeking, little attention has been given to the direct impact of
military service policies on migration flows, the formation of expatriate communities, and the
evolving perceptions of nationhood and citizenship.

The research examines how individuals strategically use military service for migration
purposes and investigates how states actively recruit immigrant and diaspora soldiers to meet
military needs. Through comparative case studies, this article explores multiple scenarios of
military-migration relationships: immigrants using military service as a means of gaining
citizenship and belonging (the US, the UK, France); diaspora members joining their homeland's
military forces for self-exploration and identity affirmation (Israel, South Korea); and military-
age men emigrating to evade conscription (Russia, Syria, Turkey). The research also considers
foreign fighters from immigrant communities in Global North countries who join non-state
military organizations (e.g., ISIS), challenging traditional notions of national identity and
citizenship.

While wars and military service are often perceived as obstacles to global mobility and
transnationalism, this article argues that the transnational era actually facilitates cross-border
military service. The free flow of people and information, technological advancements, and
opportunities for multiple citizenships enable military service to function as a means of self-
expression, identity exploration, and citizenship attainment. This reshapes our understanding
of the relationship between wars, armed forces, migration, and national belonging.
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Rethinking borders in wartime: How 24/02/2022 and 07/10/2023 (re)set symbolic
boundaries between Putin's Aliyah in Israel and other representatives of the new Russian
middle class in transnational diaspora
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Since the annexation of Crimea in 2014, new middle-class emigration from Russia to various
parts of the world has increased. Together with those middle-class representatives who stay
in Russia, new emigrants comprise the Russian-language digital transnational public sphere.
This sphere becomes a zone of symbolic struggle, conditioned by the desire to (re)establish
middle-class status in a turbulent environment, for the new Russian middle class is very
heterogeneous (which is typical for the middle class in an authoritarian regime).

In Israel, one of the top destination countries of this emigration, such immigrants were called
Putin’s Aliyah. This group, on one hand, is similar in many ways to other immigrants from
Russia and, on the other hand, is different, for their migration is framed by the homecoming
narrative. Therefore, there are many symbolic boundaries between Putin's Aliyah and other
representatives of their class, both immigrants to other countries and non-immigrants staying
in Russia. Such boundaries arise as a result of the very fact of immigration and homecoming
immigration in particular. The tragic events “February 24” and “October 7” became triggers
for rethinking and resetting these boundaries.

Van Hear (2014) suggests that understanding immigrant group needs consideration of other
immigrant groups and non-immigrant groups from the same class in the country of origin.
Therefore, examining these boundaries and the dynamic process of their change will allow us
to better understand Putin's Aliyah itself as an Israeli social phenomenon, as well as to consider
the symbolic dynamics within transnational Russian emigration and the impact of wartime on
it.

This paper is based on a broader ethnographic study of Putin’s Aliyah, including
autoethnography, for the author herself is a representative of Putin’s Aliyah, in-depth
interviews, ethnography of protest actions, and digital ethnography of symbolic conflicts.

Dr. Varvara Preter received her Candidate Degree devoted to media studies (Russian analog
of PhD) from National Research University HSE (Moscow) in 2015. The results are presented
in her book in Russian “In the center of the cyclone: Instruments of Herbert Marshall McLuhan
for media environment analysis” (2023). Since 2020 Varvara is PhD student at Sociology &
Anthropology Department of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev and is now finishing her
thesis “From Putin to Israel: Ethnography of the New Immigration from Russia in Israel in the
2010-2020s” (in English) under supervision of Prof. Julia Lerner. Recent publication about
Russian immigrants in Israel is: Preter, V., & Lerner, J. (2024). Class rivalry in ethno-national
migration: Soviet intelligentsia vs. the Russian middle class in Israel. Social Identities, 1-20. The
main academic interest of Varvara Preter are the anthropology of migration, new middle-class
migration, Russians in Israel and digital ethnography.
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