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Prof. Howard Duncan 

Prof. Howard Duncan is the Executive Head of the Metropolis Project at Citizenship and Immigration 

Canada as its International Project Director.  He has concentrated on increasing the geographic reach of 

Metropolis, enlarging the range of the issues it confronts, and increasing its benefits to the international 

migration policy community by creating opportunities for direct and frank exchanges between 

researchers, practitioners, and policy makers. Recent of his projects have included the creation of the 

Metropolis North America and Metropolis Asia initiatives and the creation of a Metropolis Secretariat in 

Asia (Seoul/Goyang-si and Manila) to supplement the Secretariats in Ottawa and Amsterdam. In 2012, he 

moved the Ottawa Secretariat operations from the Government of Canada to Carleton University in 

Ottawa, Canada. In January 2015, he became the Editor-in-Chief of the journal, International Migration. 

Mr. Richard Lewis 

Richard Lewis is a British citizen who lives in Belgium since 1974. He devoted most of his professional 

career in the service of the European Commission in particular trade and political relations in South Asia 

and the countries of Europe that are not in the European Union. In is work for the commission, he was 

instrumental in drafting the EU’s legislation on immigration and asylum. Since 2004 he has been a senior 

research fellow in the Institute for European Studies at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel Belgium dealing with 

migration and diversity.  

Dr. Jacques Amar 

Dr. Jacques Amar is a senior lecturer in Law in Paris-Dauphine University, France. He holds a doctorate in 

Private Law and Sociology. He is a researcher at the Institute of Political Studies of Paris.  

Dr. Karin Amit 

Dr. Karin Amit is the head of the MA program for Immigration and Social Integration in Ruppin Academic 

Center, Israel. She is a senior lecturer in the Department of Business Administration at Ruppin Academic 

Center, and a researcher in the Institute for Immigration and Social Integration. She is the head of the 

Migration and Demography Section in the Israeli Sociological Association, and serves as a member of the 

Metropolis International Steering Committee. She holds a doctorate in Labor Studies from Tel Aviv 

University. Her research interests are: Immigration, social integration and identity, social networks & 

leadership.  

 

 



 

 

Dr. Shirly Bar-Lev 

Dr. Shirly Bar-Lev is a senior lecturer in the Department of Engineering at Ruppin Academic Center, 

Israel. She holds a doctorate in sociology from Bar-Ilan University and was on the faculty of Haifa 

University. She is a sociologist who specializes in organizational studies, multiculturalism and health. She 

is a researcher at the Institute for immigration and Social integration at Ruppin Academic Center.  

Dr. Svetlana Chachashvili-Bolotin 

Dr. Svetlana Chachashvili-Bolotin is a lecturer at the MA program in Immigration and Social Integration at 

Ruppin Academic Center, Israel. She holds a doctorate in Sociology and Anthropology from Tel Aviv 

University. Since 2011 she serves as the Head of the Research and Evaluation Department in the 

Education Division in the Municipality of Ashedod. Her main areas of research include migration, social 

stratification and sociology of education. 

Dr. Sabina Lissitsa 

Dr. Sabina Lissitsa is a senior lecturer at the Faculty of Social Sciences in Ariel University, Israel. She 

holds a doctorate in Sociology and Anthropology from Tel Aviv University. Her main areas of research 

include immigrants' integration, immigration and family, immigration and education, digital divide and 

social stratification, social networks, sociology of sport and marketing research. 

 

Dr. Robin A. Harper 

Dr. Robin A. Harper is and Assistant Professor of Political Science and the Coordinator of Political 

Science at York University College (CUNY) in the USA. Her research focuses on comparative 

immigration and citizenship policy. She is a former Deputy Director of the NYC Mayor’s Office in 

Immigration Affairs and Language Services and the Social Services and Immigrant Affair Policy 

Supervision at the NYC Office of Management and Budget. As a Robert Bosch Fellow in Berlin 

Germany, she was a Policy Analyst at the Office of Integration affairs and in the Ministry of Labor in 

the Immigrant Integration Department.   

 

Dr. Hani Zubida 

Dr. Hani Zubida is an Associate Professor of Political Science at the Max Stern Yezreel Valley College, 

Israel. He holds a doctorate from the Politics Department at NYU. He is teaching and researching 

extensively in the area of immigration, labor migration, identity, Israeli society and comparative politics. 

Hani is also a social activist, teaching at the CEC (Community Education Center) and a board member of 

the NGO “Arteam”. He is also a board member of the Democratic Eastern Rainbow.  



 

 

Mrs. Marisa Raditsch 

Mrs. Marisa Raditsch is a student in the Joint European Master in International Migration and Social 

Cohesion at the University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands. A California native, she completed her 

undergraduate degree in Guadalajara, Mexico, where she conducted research on the impact of lifestyle 

migrant in a small central Mexican town.  

Dr. Roberta Medda-Windischer 

Dr. Roberta Medda-Windischer is a Senior Research Group Leader at the Institute for Minority Rights at 

the European Academy (EURAC), Bozen Italy. She holds a degree in Law from Essex University, UK and a 

Ph.D from the University of Graz. She gained a solid experience by working as a legal officer in various 

international organizations, including the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. Her research focuses on 

protection of minorities, religious minorities and international law. Dr. Roberta Medda-Windischer  

lectures in various post-university programs.  

Dr. Ferzana Chaze  

 
Dr. Ferzana Chaze is a researcher in the Faculty of Community Services at Ryerson University, Canada. 

She has over 20 years of experience in the field of social work research, education and practice with a 

focus on vulnerable children, women and families, and on issues related to diversity, and immigrant 

settlement and integration.  

    

Prof. Usha George 

  
Prof. Usha George is the Dean of the Faculty of Community Services, Ryerson University Canada. Her 

research areas are immigration and integration, diversity and organizational change. She has written 

more than 85 peer-reviewed publications and research reports, and in 2007, she authored Immigration 

and Settlement in. Usha holds a PhD from Ahmadu Bello University in Nigeria, an MA from Loyola 

University of Chicago, and an MA, a BSc and a BEd from the University of Kerala, India. . Having worked 

in India, Ethiopia, Nigeria and the U.S., she has extensive international university teaching, research and 

administrative experience. Usha currently serves as a board member of the Association for Canadian 

Studies and the United Way of York Region. She is also a member of the Conference Board of Canada’s 

Centre for Chronic Disease Prevention and Management. 

 

 


