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"From the Depths of Emotion and Awareness": Educational
program development and non-formal activities of the youth
travel to Poland under the Ministry of Education 1988-2008

Eli Shaish and Yuval Dror

Abstract

The youth trips to Poland that the educational establishment conducts through the Society and
Youth Administration in the Ministry of Education have, for more than twenty years, been an
important part of the instilment of the memory of the Holocaust and its meanings among the

school students of Israel, and the shaping of their Jewish awareness. This article will present
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the way in which the non-formal education system within the Ministry of Education consolidates
collective memory for deepening 'Jewish awareness' among the youths who take part in the
trips to Poland, by examining the development of the educational program, "It is my Brother
Whom I Seek" ("Et Achi Ani Mevakesh'") between 1988 and 2008, and by analyzing its learning
materials, produced by the administration and its associates: Masua and Moreshet centers, Yad
Vashem, etc. This historical-educational study enables learning about the processes of planning
and development, ways of assimilating the (non-formal) educational system's policies, and the

inputs required to this end.

There have been 36 educational programs and activity materials published, primarily by the
administration’s partners. The first four "readers" define the content and sites that would build
the narrative of the trip. Significant changes in the goals and principles of the trip have not
been made. Notable for its absence is a centralizing educational program on the subject of the
youth missions to Poland and a profound discussion of the necessity of the trips. However, the
central elements of the program were found in the Ministry General Manager's circular on the
subject. The goals can be found in the narrative presented by the guides, the Holocaust
survivors and the accompanying educators (the most influential 'educational agents,’ who are
trained by the administration). The narrative appears through the various sites and
monuments, molded through symbolic messages in ceremonies and conversations that take
place in the evenings at the hotels. All of these meaningful experiences enrich the students’
learning about the Holocaust and the history of the Jews during that time, thereby influencing

and shaping the participants' Jewish awareness.

Through the preparatory processes in the schools, as well as those that take place at the
various sites in Poland, emotion initially plays a central role. Over time, the cognitive aspects
become strengthened and the process unfolds into a promise of loyalty and a sense of
belonging "from the depth of emotion and awareness." The employment of tools of non-formal
education amplifies the experiences that take place during the trip to Poland and its

preparations in Israel, enriching the learning about the Holocaust.
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Thoughts on core country and Jewish identification: Context,

process, output, implications

Sergio DellaPergola

Abstract

Increased attention toward educational tourism — namely to Israel — calls for reexamining the
broader relationship between Israel defined here as the core country of Jewish peoplehood,
and the sense of identification with the same Jewish peoplehood. This article reviews some
basic concepts and central trends in contemporary Jewish identification, through comparisons
between the United States and Israel. It focuses on the process and meaning of Jewish identity
formation, and on the tools which participate in consolidating and preserving it. We review
internal and external determinants, intervening variables, different dimensions of the target
variable (Jewish identification), and its implications. We examine the role of a strengthened
relation of individuals with their core country (Israel) and other Jewish identification options
available over the life course. We present a general model illustrative of the creation and
maintenance of Jewish identification, defining the role of, and the expectations from
educational tourism within it. A final comment concerns the choice of target population for
educational tourism programs in view of the growing complexity in the definition of who is a
Jew in recent years. Concepts and contexts presented here are suggested toward further
research, public discourse, and planning of existing and future educational tourism initiatives.

Keywords: core country, peoplehood, Jewish identification, educational tourism, cumulative
opportunities
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