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Dr. Pnina Dolberg is a faculty member in the Department of Social Work and a member of 

the Institute for Immigration and Social Integration at the Ruppin Academic Center in Israel. 

Her research focuses on aging and migration; formal and informal care for older adults; 

migration and identity; and mental health issues related to migration. Her most recent studies 

examine the challenges, risk factors, and protective factors and resilience among migrants 

(immigrants) in Israel. 

 

Dr. Ravit Talmi-Cohen is an applied anthropologist, specializing in migration, journeys, and 

social change processes. She serves as a researcher and lecturer at Ono College, Tel Aviv 

University, and the Institute for Immigration and Social Integration at the Ruppin Academic 

Center. Her recent research focuses on the immigration processes of the Zera Beita Israel 

community in Ethiopia and Israel, mediation among asylum seekers, and the experiences of 

immigrants facing a dual war reality. 

 

Lea Kassa, BA, African Studies and Political Science, Tel Aviv University 

 

Dr. Yael Ohad-Karni is an educator and lecturer in history and education at David Yellin 

College in Jerusalem. Her research lies at the intersection of cultural history and film studies, 

and focuses on the history of American Jewry in the first half of the twentieth century. She 

examines issues related to the reception of cinema among Jewish and non-Jewish audiences, 

including responses to “health films” and “purpose-made educational films,” representations of 

the Jewish family on screen, and the cultural and social impact of immigration on Jewish society 

in the United States, as expressed in silent and early sound cinema. 

 

Dr. Silvina Schammah Gesser is a member of the Salti Institute for Ladino Studies at Bar 

Ilan University and is a researcher at the Truman Institute for the Advancement of Peace at 

the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel. Her areas of study include social perceptions of 

otherness, the integration of immigrants of different faiths from the Middle East in Argentine 

society, with a special interest in ethnic entrepreneurship and politics. Her research also focuses 

on the interrelations between political activism, aesthetics, and national identities as well as on 

the economy of memory in the Iberian Peninsula and Latin America. Among her publications is 

Madrid's Forgotten Avant-garde   -  Between Essentialism and Modernity (Sussex, 2015); The 

Other in Contemporary Spain, co-edited with Raanan Rein (Sevilla, 2011); as co-editor of the 

special volume “Jewish (In)Visibility in Iberia: A View from the Margins", in Contemporary Jewry 
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(2021) and of The Edinburgh Companion to the Spanish Civil War and Visual Culture (2026). 

for Edinburgh University Press. This publication project was awarded the 2023-2024 National 

Endowment for the Humanities Collaborative Grant by the American Federal Government.   

 

Ghaida Zoabi holds an LL.B. in Law and completed her M.A. in Modern German and European 

Studies at the University of Haifa. Her thesis examined the employment integration of highly 

educated Arab citizens of Israel into the German labor market. She currently serves as a 

Teaching Fellow at the Haifa Center for German and European Studies at the University of 

Haifa. Her research interests include European politics, law, migration, and processes of social 

and cultural integration. 

 

Prof. Rebeca Raijman is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Sociology at the University 

of Haifa, Israel. Her central research interests lie in the field of international migration, with a 

specific focus on Jewish and non-Jewish migration to Israel. Key areas of her scholarship 

include the socio-economic integration of diverse migrant groups; the emergence of new 

(migrant) ethnic minorities in Israel; and the socio-political organization and life of 

undocumented migrant communities. She also investigates the politics and policy of labor 

migration in Israel, analyzing the roles of state, local governments, and non-governmental 

organizations. Additionally, her research agenda incorporates comparative studies on attitudes 

towards immigrants and minorities in Israel and Europe. Her extensive work has appeared in 

numerous books, peer-reviewed journal articles, and book chapters. 

 

Dr. Annabel Lipsick-Friedlander is a lecturer and researcher specializing in education policy, 

migration, and evaluation. She teaches research methodology and statistics at Tel Aviv 

University and at Gordon Academic College of Education. She completed her PhD at the School 

of Education at Tel Aviv University, where she examined educational policies toward the 

children of migrant workers in France, Switzerland, and Israel. Her research focuses on 

migration, identity, and belonging among the children of migrant workers, education policy, 

and the development and evaluation of educational and social programs. Her work has been 

published in international journals in the fields of migration, education, and health. She has 

also conducted and led policy and evaluation studies for public institutions, including the 

Knesset Research and Information Center, the Ministry of Education, and various social 

organizations. In addition, she serves on the board of the nonprofit organization Ruach Nashit, 

which promotes the economic independence of women who have experienced violence. 
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Prof. Galia Sabar is a scholar of migration and Africa in the Department of Middle Eastern 

and African History at Tel Aviv University. Her research focuses on the African continent and 

its peoples, including Ethiopian Jews (in Ethiopia and Israel), international migration with a 

particular emphasis on African migrant workers and refugees, religion–state relations in Africa, 

and African Christianity. She has published five books, three edited volumes, and approximately 

sixty peer-reviewed articles. Between 1999 and 2014, she served as head of the Inter-

University Program for African Studies, chaired the Forum for Women's and Gender Studies at 

Tel Aviv University, and headed the African Studies Unit at the Daniel Abraham Center. From 

2015 to 2021, she was President of the Ruppin Academic Center, and since 2024 she has been 

President of the Academic College of Tel Aviv–Yaffo. Alongside her academic career, Professor 

Sabar is actively engaged in public initiatives to expand access to higher education and 

strengthen ties between academia and Israeli society. As a researcher and activist, she has 

established enrichment programs for social activists from socioeconomically disadvantaged 

communities. In 2009, she received an award of appreciation from the Dalai Lama in 

recognition of her work combining academic scholarship with social engagement. 

 

Dr. Deby Babis is a sociologist and anthropologist specializing in migration, ethnic 

communities, and voluntary organizations. In recent years, her research has focused on the 

community of Filipino migrant workers in Israel and explores a wide range of topics, including 

philanthropic practices, beauty pageants, and the formation of mixed families. She teaches in 

the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Ariel University and is a research fellow at 

the Truman Institute for the Advancement of Peace at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


