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=  Submissions must be in Word format, using the Tahoma font (in Hebrew and
English), 10 point, 1.5 line spacing and justified.

= New paragraphs should be indicated by indentation and not by leaving an extra
vertical space.

= Quotations should be indicated by indenting from the left.

= Authors may embed original materials from various media, e.g., photographs and
video clips.

= Papers should be submitted after editing, and must include abstracts in Hebrew
and English (200 words each). The abstract should include the title of the paper.

= 5-6 keywords should be provided, following the abstract in Hebrew.

= On a separate page, attached to the paper, authors should note in Hebrew and
English their name, academic rank, institutional affiliation, and a brief biography,
in no more than a few lines.

= References are to be embedded in the text and closed inside parentheses. ‘Ibid’
should not be used; rather, the source should be noted again.

= Footnotes should appear at the bottom of each page.

= The bibliography should be prepared using APA citation style, the accepted
format of Israeli Sociology, the journal of the Israel Sociological Society.
References within the text must be fully compatible with their appearance in the
source list.

= An objective, anonymous refereeing process will be used.

= Authors will be asked to correct their papers as indicated by the referees and the
attached editorial guidelines. Papers will be copy edited and authors will be
asked to make further corrections and give final approval before publication.

= Papers accepted for publication will be uploaded to the journal’s website before

the full issue of the journal appears.
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Filipino Migrant Caregivers in Israel during COVID-19:
Enhancing Communal Social Capital via Facebook
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Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic has differentially affected citizens and non-citizens, both asylum
seekers and migrant workers, worldwide. We explore how the Filipino caregiver migrant
community in Israel used social media to cope with the unique challenges its members faced
during the first months of the pandemic. Based on digital ethnography on Facebook and
interviews, our findings reveal that these challenges included loss of their jobs with no
government support, loss of their day off and the ability to meet other Filipino caregivers in
person, limited access to information on COVID-19 relevant to Israel and potential loss of their
visa after giving birth. To cope with these challenges, they utilized Facebook to (1) manage
self-help philanthropic campaigns assisting the needy; (2) organize digital communal events,
enabling isolated Filipino caregivers to be actively involved; (3) provide information on COVID-
19 in Israel and in the Filipino community and (4) create a communal operation to send babies
to the Philippines to obey regulations concerning migrant women who gave birth. While
complying with strict lockdown and social distancing regulations, the Filipino caregiver
community developed new modalities of conduct via social media platforms and cultivated
online communal social capital, which expanded the well-established social capital that already

existed in the community.
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Introduction

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, crucial challenges have emerged worldwide alongside
new developments in digital practices. Such challenges, and the use of digital technology as a
coping mechanism, differ from one population to another. Migrant groups in particular have
faced special challenges and have used the digital world during the pandemic in a unique way
to cope with them. Based on digital ethnography on Facebook and in-depth interviews, we
explore how the Filipino migrant caregiver community in Israel has used social media to cope
with the challenges its members experienced during the first few months of the pandemic.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, in March 2020, Israel imposed an immediate
countrywide lockdown, affecting all those present in the country, citizens and non-citizens alike,
including asylum seekers and international labor migrants. Among the latter were thousands of
live-in Filipino caregivers who found themselves locked up with their employers in the latter’s
homes. Those employed as live-out domestic workers were laid off.

Aside from researching medical responses to the virus, most studies have investigated
how different governments have responded to the pandemic and how individuals have coped
with it. However, the price to be paid, the long-term social, psychological and emotional costs
to the lives and livelihoods of millions worldwide, are still unclear. A previous study of Filipino
caregivers during the lockdown documented that both individuals and community-based
organizations engaged in philanthropic activities to cope with the challenges they faced (Sabar,
Babis, & Sabar Ben-Yehoshua, 2021). Moreover, these activities not only helped recipients
overcome their challenges, but also empowered the donors both as individuals and as part of
a diasporic community.

In this study, we seek to expand our understanding of how international labor migrants
coped with the pandemic by focusing on their social media activity and its implications for the
accumulation and usage of communal social capital. More specifically, we look at how the use
of social media by Filipino caregivers in Israel impacted and shaped the expansion of their
communal social capital as a strategy for coping with the challenges of the pandemic. For the
purpose of this study, we define communal social capital as the sum of the resources (actual
and virtual) that people derive from specific social structures and then use to pursue their
interests as individuals and as a community. As we will show, through extensive use of
Facebook, the Filipino caregiver community in Israel was able to use and expand its social
capital — reaching out to thousands of members in need, expressing sympathy, expanding its
mutual help activities and strengthening the sense of belonging, all within lockdown restrictions.
This study is therefore situated at the crossroads of three main bodies of literature: the role of
migrant communality and community-based activities, including philanthropy, among
international labor migrants worldwide; communal social capital; and the extensive and

effective use of social media in diasporic communities.
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Literature Review
Filipino Labor Migrants in Israel

Unlike the situation in most developed countries, international labor migrants began
arriving in Israel only in the late 1980s, during the first Palestinian uprising. Until then, few
foreign nationals worked in Israel and there were no clear policies or regulations concerning
non-Jewish migrants. With the increasing violence and defensive closures brought on by the
Palestinian uprising, the Israeli government licensed manpower companies to import migrants
to replace the Palestinians, who until then had formed the bulk of the workforce in agriculture
and construction (Raijman, 2020; Sabar, 2004). The first international labor migrants to join
these two sectors came from Turkey, Romania, China and Thailand. However, once Israel
opened its labor market to international labor migrants, new workers began to enter additional
employment sectors. This change occurred in parallel with the implementation of a long-term
care insurance program, which provides financing for long-term home care services for elderly
Israelis. The launching of this program created a new sector for international labor migrants in
the country. The first to arrive were Filipinos, who came to work as live-in caregivers for the
elderly beginning in the mid-1990s. This migration was reinforced by the Philippine labor export
policy, promulgated as a strategy to cope with a severe economic crisis that began in the 1970s.
Following a formal agreement between the two countries, thousands of Filipino caregivers,
mainly women, were recruited to provide live-in home care in Israel (Liebelt, 2011; Shamir,
2013).

According to Israeli policy, there are limited avenues through which non-Jewish migrants
can gain residency or citizenship (Raijman, 2020; Shapira, 2018). Strict regulations concerning
the rights of international labor migrants were created in an attempt to make their stay
temporary and prevent their large-scale permanent migration. Hence, legal stay in the country
requires a valid work visa; there is no right of family reunification, so that migrant workers
cannot bring their spouses and children from their country of origin to Israel; first-degree
relatives (parents, children, spouses) of international labor migrants working in Israel cannot
obtain work visas; marriage between international labor migrants working in Israel is forbidden;
there are strict regulations regarding marriage to Israeli citizens; and migrant workers have
limited access to state-sponsored socioeconomic benefits.!

Moreover, citizenship is not granted to children born in Israel to international labor
migrants, and there are special restrictions for migrant workers who give birth. Although in

2011, following the petition of human rights organizations (Hotline for Refugees and Migrants,

1 While Israel’'s immigration policy does not offer international labor migrants a path to citizenship or
permanent residency, Filipinos can obtain citizenship or residency by marrying an Israeli citizen. In
addition, unprecedented ad hoc resolutions in 2005 and 2010 granted permanent residence to migrant
workers' children and their parents living in Israel (Babis, Lifszyc-Friedlander & Sabar, 2018).
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2018), Israel’s High Court repealed a policy enforced since October 2004 that forbade a
pregnant migrant worker from renewing her work visa unless she sent her newborn to her
homeland, some restrictions still apply. Pregnant labor migrants are allowed to give birth during
the first 63 months of their stay in Israel and to remain in the country with the child — provided
their employers agree — until their work visa expires.? Those who give birth after completing
63 months of work in Israel must leave the country with the child after her maternity leave
ends. She can return to work in Israel with the same employer, but without the child (Ministry
of Interior, 2018). Refusal to obey these regulations can cost them their visa or lead to
deportation.

The Israel Central Bureau of Statistics estimates that, as of March 2020, there were about
118,000 international labor migrants in Israel, of whom 100,000 held valid work visas, while
the stay of the remainder was illegal (Israel Population and Immigration Authority, 2020). The
local Filipino community numbers around 25,000 members, ages 24—60 (Israel Population and
Immigration Authority, 2020), 86% of whom are women. Approximately 17,000 have work
visas, while the rest — some of whom have been working in Israel for dozens of years — are in
the country illegally and under constant threat of deportation. Most Filipinos in Israel live with
their employers in private homes; some live with them in assisted living complexes and others
work as live-out domestic workers and reside in collective apartments with numerous
roommates.3 In all three groups, some hold valid visas while others (mainly live-out domestics)
are undocumented. As of 2020, the monthly salary of Filipino caregivers is about $1,500—$2,000
USD. As most are the main breadwinners in their families, they send most of their income to
their families back home.

As live-in caregivers, Filipinos are required to work round the clock, six days a week, with
one day off. They sleep in the employer’s residence, in a private room, the living room or the
same room as the care recipient, having little privacy (Ayalon & Shiovitz-Ezra, 2010; Liebelt,
2011; Mazuz, 2013). Owing to long work hours, boredom, loneliness and the monotony of days
spent with the elderly recipient, live-in caregivers often feel alienated and depressed (Ayalon,
2012; Mazuz, 2013).

The Filipino Community in Israel

Over the years, individual Filipinos who came to Israel created a lively and supportive
community by themselves and for themselves (Kama, 2008; Liebelt, 2011). Social networks
based mainly on kinship and friendship have been the basis of this large, diverse, active

community, which has helped its members alleviating the hardships of living as foreign

2 Officially, international labor migrants are allowed to work only as caregivers for 63 months. Caregivers’
work visas may be extended until the death of their employer, after which their visa expires and they are
required to leave the country. In some cases, they can apply for a special visa.

3 Live-in caregivers rent a room or bed in these collective apartments for their days off.
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caregivers within a restrictive state-orchestrated regulatory system. At the core of the
community are local voluntary social, welfare, and savings and loans (Paluwagan) groups, as
well as cultural, religious and economic enterprises and organizations. In addition, the
community magazine, Manila-Tel Aviv, offers guidance on employment and housing, as well as
vital information on Israeli rules, regulations and lifestyles (Kama, 2008). Thousands of
individuals refer to themselves as belonging to this “Filipino community” in Israel, as well as to
about 60 organizations established by Filipinos in the country, offering religious services and
socioeconomic assistance (Babis, Zychlinski & Kagan, 2021; Liebelt, 2011). In addition, there
are two umbrella organizations: the Federation of Filipino Communities in Israel (FFCI)* and
the National Alliance of Filipino Communities (NAFILCO). Migrants who choose to take part in
community events and activities — donating money, offering talent, helping others and being
helped — strengthen the community, expanding its social capital (Babis, 2021a).

Filipinos work all over Israel, but their community hub is the Central Bus Station in
downtown Tel Aviv, where many shops offer products and services to the Filipino community.
On their day off, when they leave their employer’s residence and stay in small rented
apartments shared with 8—15 other Filipinos, this area looks like “little Manila” (Liebelt, 2011).

Prior to the outbreak of COVID-19, the Filipino community was very active, with diverse
activities held throughout Israel. Most community events took place on the workers’ day off
over weekends (Liebelt, 2011) and included church gatherings, sports leagues, day trips around
the country, parties and very popular beauty contests (Babis, 2021a). One major component
of the community’s activities is fundraising or communal philanthropy, the beneficiaries being
members of the community in Israel, as well as individuals or communities back home (Babis
et al., 2021). Until March 2020, all these activities were carried out face-to-face at community
gatherings. In between the encounters and activities on their days off, Filipino caregivers
maintain their communal life via social media — mainly Facebook, WhatsApp and Instagram.
These digital tools have become central platforms for community interaction and organization
(Babis, 2021b; Golan & Babis, 2019a; 2019b).

Digital Communication and Labor Migration

The digital diaspora, meaning the online involvement of groups of immigrants, refugees and
international labor migrants, has recently become a focus of analysis (Laguerre, 2010;
Nancheva, 2021; Witteborn, 2019). Research on international labor migrants and technology
has mainly examined the Internet as a provider of one-to-one communication tools, exploring

how transnational families utilize this medium to interact with one another (Acedera & Yeoh,

* The FFCI was established in 2002 following the efforts of the Philippine Embassy to improve its
communication with the many local Filipino organizations. The Embassy has no control over this or other
organizations, although Embassy personnel are invited to various events and celebrations organized by
the community.
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2018; Cabalquinto, 2018; Cabanes & Acedera, 2012; Chib, Malik, Aricat & Kadir, 2014;
Longhurst, 2013; Madianaou & Miller, 2013). Other studies have focused on the creation of
digital communities in the host country to promote social and political causes (Babis, 2021b;
Golan & Babis, 2019a; Le Duc, 2016; Wijaya, Watson & Bruce, 2018). The study of such digital
diasporas stresses that they are made up of three components: migrants, access to technology
and online networks between users (Dubinsky, 2020). These components enable online social
networks to recreate identities, share opportunities, preserve their culture and influence home
and host country policies (Oiarzabal & Reips, 2012). However, as Dubinsky (2020) argues, most
of these activities and their outcomes are usually based on pre-existing networks, physical
arenas of activism and other bases of communality.

To date, only a few studies have focused on the involvement of international labor
migrants on Facebook. One such study found that the prevalent use of this platform by
Vietnamese migrant workers in Thailand helped build a community by connecting family, friends
and faith groups and by providing community support in times of crisis (Le Duc, 2016).
Research on Indonesian migrant workers found that their online community on Facebook
empowered them at both the individual and community levels by enhancing their psychological
wellbeing and increasing their awareness of migrant rights (Wijaya et al., 2018).

Despite their marginalized status, isolated lives and rudimentary training, Filipino
caregivers in Israel have managed to create a professional community and a feeling of
professionalism through extensive use of Facebook (Golan & Babis, 2019a). A study of male
Filipino migrant workers in South Korea, which explored their performance of online identities
on Facebook, found that such narratives can highlight facets of offline life that allow migrants
a measure of biographical stability (Camposano, 2018). Facebook has also become a key
platform for Filipino migrant workers in Israel to represent and articulate their affinity with their
host country and culture by expressing and elaborating a host national identity (Golan & Babis,
2019b).

The current study contributes to the literature by expanding existing knowledge on
international labor migrants’ use of social media and its intersection with the field of social
capital. Specifically, we explore this intersection in an isolated and marginalized migrant worker

community during a global pandemic.

Social Capital and COVID-19

While there are many definitions of social capital, the most pertinent to the issue at hand is
that of Bordieu and Wacquant (1992, p. 119), who define it as the sum of the actual and virtual
social structures and relationships used to pursue individual and communal interests. Also of
relevance are Adler and Kwon'’s (2002) notion of goodwill and Robison, Schmid and Siles’ (2002)
concept of sympathy — whereby the object of another’'s sympathy and goodwill has social

capital, and those who have sympathy and goodwill for others provide social capital.
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Social capital has also been explored and analyzed according to the level at which it is
embodied: individual vs. communal (Au, 2019). While the former level emphasizes social capital
as an investment in social relations whose benefits are felt by the individual involved (Lin, 2002;
Lin & Erickson, 2008), in communal social capital the benefits are felt by the community as a
whole, in Putnam’s (2000) sense, arguing that when a person “comes into contact with his
neighbor, and they with other neighbors...[the] community as a whole will benefit by the
cooperation of all its parts, while the individual will find in his associations the advantages of
the help, the sympathy, and the fellowship of his neighbors” (p. 19). In keeping with this
definition, communal social capital can thus be seen as those resources used mainly to pursue
interests as a community.

Alongside worldwide growth in the use of social media in daily life, studies have explored
the emergence of social capital on digital platforms. These studies differentiate between online
and offline social capital and point to the dynamics between them (de Zuhiga, Barnidge &
Scherman, 2017; Huang, Zheng & Fan, 2021; Trepte, Reinecke & Juechems, 2012). In this
study we propose the concept of online communal social capital, whose central premise is that
online social networks have value. Furthermore, the inclinations that arise from these networks
to do things for each other create a sense of comradeship and provide a wide variety of benefits
that flow from the trust, reciprocity, information and cooperation associated with online social
networks.

Following the outbreak of COVID-19, researchers explored social capital in the context of
the pandemic. Studies focusing on health have looked at the influence of social capital on the
level and growth rate of infections and deaths (Borgonovi & Andrieu, 2020; Elgar, Stefaniak &
Wohl, 2020; Makridis & Wu, 2021), as well as the use of social capital as health policy responses
(Wong & Kohler, 2020). Other studies have focused on the influence of social capital during
the pandemic on e-business (Al-Omoush, Simén-Moya & Sendra-Garcia, 2020), professionals
(Zhang, Gao, Tang & Li, 2021) and students (Giavrimis & Nikolaou, 2020). However, to the
best of our knowledge, no study has explored the communal social capital accumulated via

social media in migrant communities, international labor migrants included, during COVID-19.

Methodology

This study combines qualitative data collected from in-depth interviews and digital ethnography
(Dalsgaard, 2016) with qualitative and quantitative data gathered from a digital questionnaire
(Johnson & Christensen, 2008). These multiple methods allow us to present different
dimensions of the phenomenon under study simultaneously.

We conducted 20 in-depth interviews in June and July 2020 with 15 women and 5 men,
ages 35-50, working for 1-15 years in various locations in Israel. We interviewed some face-
to-face, and reached others by phone or Whatsapp video (due to lockdown restrictions).

Interviews lasted about one hour. All interviewees took part voluntarily and their anonymity
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was guaranteed (all names presented here, for all sources of data, are pseudonyms). After the
first round of interviews, we interviewed former Filipino caregivers who volunteered to help the
community during the lockdowns. All interviews were held in English.

The digital ethnography was carried out by collecting and analyzing over 1,000 posts and
photos on Filipino community Facebook groups in Israel, as well as those of individual Facebook
walls of community members. Access to these pages was possible as the first author has a
network of over 1,100 Filipino international labor migrant Facebook friends, all of whom know
the author is a researcher. The data gathering approach was developed using the digital
ethnographic approach of “data capture,” namely, making a record of posts on Facebook
platforms, as well as the comments following these posts (Boellstorff, Nardi, Pearce & Taylor,
2012). The quotes are presented below in English, along with an indication of the language in
which they were originally written.

In addition, a two-part online questionnaire in English was widely and randomly distributed
to the Filipino community via Facebook. The first part requested demographic background
information and inquired about the type of job they held, their length of stay in Israel and their
philanthropic activities (type, amount, aim) during the COVID-19 lockdown. The second part
included four open-ended questions about their experiences during the lockdown, leaving space
for lengthy responses. The questionnaire was posted on various open and private Filipino
community Facebook groups in Israel. Through this convenience sampling method, 288 people
completed the questionnaire. All responded voluntarily and their anonymity was assured. Of
the 288 respondents, 81% were Filipino caregivers and 19% held other jobs; 92% were female
and 8% were male. They had been working in Israel between six months and 24 years.

While we collected the data from the interviews and digital questionnaires during and
immediately following the first lockdown in Israel, we began collecting the data using digital
ethnography on Facebook at the beginning of the lockdown (March 13, 2020) and continued
doing so until the end of March 2021.

We analyzed the quantitative data using descriptive analysis and the qualitative data
according to grounded theory (Strauss & Corbin, 1994). The combination of methods implied
different content analyses: phenomenological categorical analysis of the interviews;
ethnographic digital analysis of the Facebook posts (Dalsgaard, 2016); and qualitative content
analysis of the questionnaire that entailed inductive development of categories and deductive

application of categories to themes (Krippendorff, 2011).

Findings

As mentioned, a previous study of Filipino caregivers in Israel during COVID-19 revealed that
philanthropic activities — by individuals and community-based organizations — were one of the
main practices Filipino caregivers adopted to cope with the challenges they faced (Sabar et al.,

2021). The current study reveals how the Filipino community used its offline and online
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communal social capital to cope with the major challenges its members faced during the
lockdown and the first months of the pandemic. These challenges included: (1) job loss with
no government support, (2) loss of their day off and loss of the ability to meet other Filipino
caregivers in person, (3) lack of access to information on COVID-19 relevant to Israel and (4)

potential loss of their visa after giving birth.

Job Loss with No Government Support

The most salient challenge faced by live-out domestic workers — documented and
undocumented — was losing their jobs as a result of restrictions on movement under lockdown
conditions that prevented them from reaching their place of work. Whereas Israeli citizens who
lost their jobs received financial support from the government, these migrants were not eligible
for this crucial help and so were left with no income and very little savings. The first to offer
assistance were working live-in Filipino caregivers, who bought their personal friends’ food and
paid their rent. These were quick, spontaneous acts that benefited both recipients and donors.
In some cases, Filipino caregivers used social media to offer help to those in need. For example,

Angelica, in a post accompanied by a picture of $400 published on her Facebook wall, wrote:

It is my birthaday today. I just wish everyone will be healthy and
safe during this time of pandemic. Being thankful to God He is there
always for me and my family. I want to share my blessings to others
who are in need ... PLEASE HELP ME TO FIND SOMEONE WHO
REALLY NEEDS HELP. This is what I want to do on my birthaay, it
is not big money but it is coming from my heart. Thank you

everyone for your greetings. God bless us all (written in English).

Based on these spontaneous individual acts of help, which continued throughout the lockdown,
a large-scale assistance operation developed within the community using online platforms to
reach both those in need and those able to assist.> James, a Filipino caregiver and a community

leader, explained to us in the interview:

Through social media, a Facebook page of Filipino volunteers in
Israel... we combine the idea how to connect with people without
Jjobs during the lockdown. We agreed for a fundraising campaign...
and that was the urgency of our project, how to collect money. ...

We reached out [to] the people who still had their jobs, who [were]

5 The food delivery campaign was organized entirely by members of the Filipino community, with no
involvement of the Philippine Embassy or the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA) in the
Philippines.
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still working, so they [could afford] to give donations, some cash,
groceries. Any donation we accepted. (James, 45, 13 years in

Israel).

A few weeks into the lockdown, posts recruiting donations appeared in a closed Facebook group
with more than 30,000 members.® These posts — usually combining a short text and an
illustration of assistance — were shared on Facebook by community leaders. All emphasized the

importance of community solidarity in times of crisis. For example:

NO ONE WILL BE LEFT oUT!
Let’s embrace our countrymen who are short and affected by the
crisis. This is when they need us. Life has its ups and downs (written

in Tagalog).

Reach out and touch someone!
Show that you care.

Let them know that they are not alone (written in English).

Another one said:

NOBODY LIVES JUST FOR THEMSELVES: The crisis we are going
through has only one message and that is "TO HELP ONE
ANOTHER.” When a community works together it means we are
UNITED ... Let’s put an end to selfishness, let’s help others even in
smallest ways. Because when such time comes that we are in need,

those whom we helped will help us back... (written in Tagalog).

Other posts praised the community’s quick response in collecting and distributing food for the
needy and specifically mentioned the role of social media in this communal help. Some calls

were posted on Facebook groups as the help was distributed:

The Mission is continuing to achieve the GOAL.... Our frontliner Mary
is now on his way to collect donations as part of the Filcom
fundraising campaign .... For those who want to give money,
groceries or any donation, you can call him at 054xxxxx ... Thank

you very much (written in Tagalog).

6 The majority of its members lived in Israel, although some were former caregivers in Israel who had left
but remained in this closed group.
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Within days, this initiative evolved into an unprecedented large-scale food package
operation. In total, about 2,000 food packages were distributed at an approximate cost of $20
per pack. A large group of volunteer backliners bought and packaged food that was distributed
by frontliners to Filipinos all over Israel who had lost their jobs and were in dire need. Daily
posts were uploaded on the Facebook group sharing pictures of the money collected and the
goods distributed (see Figure 1).

Figure 1: Pictures in a Facebook post showing the money collected

!
¥

Collecting money in the midst of a lockdown was challenging. First, it required creative
ways of reaching donors within lockdown restrictions. Second, as most Filipino caregivers lack
bank accounts in Israel, no digital monetary transactions were possible, and all donations were
in cash. The handling of large sums of cash required not only logistics, but mainly trust. To
gain and maintain trust, the movements of all volunteers were documented and posted on
Facebook. As Mark, one of the leading volunteers, said: "Every move I made I posted on
Facebook, because this is the only way to show our sponsors, our donors, that I'm taking good
care of their help.” Mark emphasizes the crucial role Facebook played not only in reaching out
to the needy, but also in gaining the trust of donors.

As a way of establishing accountability within the community, pictures of all campaign
activities — buying, packing and distributing food — were shared on Facebook. One of the
volunteers, for example, posted on her Facebook wall pictures of what they bought at the

supermarket for distribution (see Figure 2) and wrote:

Late night repacking of 60 relief goods for our in-need kababayan
[fellow Filipinos] caused by COVID-19 [outbreak], our 5th wave of
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distribution allotted for today. Tiring? Literally yes, but we are
always reminded of this verse from the bible...

True happiness is found in helping others. Anywhere you find
yoursell, always remind yourself of this ....

We will never tire of thanking all our individual sponsors and the
entire Filcom fundraising campaign. Without you we cannot do it ...
(written in English).

Figure 2: Pictures in a Facebook post showing products volunteers bought at the supermarket

for distribution

It should be noted that these Facebook posts specifically mentioned the wide geographical
span of the food package distribution operation, from Eilat and Beer Sheva in the south to Haifa
and Nahariya in the north. In doing so, they emphasize the inclusive nature of their community
and its commitment to all, regardless of place of residence.

Recipients also used their Facebook walls to share pictures of the food packages they got,
expressing their gratitude (see Figure 3): "To all who make up the Filipino volunteers, thank

you very much for the help you have given us" (written in Tagalog).
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Figure 3: Picture in a Facebook post showing the food packages received

According to the quantitative data collected in the study, 40% of community members
gave donations averaging $100 to the community over 4-5 months (65% gave transnational
philanthropy, averaging $300). These philanthropic activities within the host country not only
offered relief to community members in need, but also fortified the community as a whole. The
creation of online communality, mainly by assisting those in need, enabled isolated donors and
recipients alike to regain a sense of belonging and connection in the host country. These
feelings were nourished by such Facebook posts as the ones presented above, which shared

step-by-step accounts of the operation with the entire community and beyond.

Loss of their Day Off; Loss of their Face-to-Face Communal Life

Once the lockdown was announced, Filipinos who worked as live-in caregivers found
themselves locked in with their employers, in the latter's homes or in assisted living facilities,
and subject to strict regulations restricting their movements. Like most Israelis, many
experienced fear, a sense of fragility and uncertainty, but they also faced unique challenges,
mainly those related to losing even their limited free time. Many Filipino caregivers were locked
in their homes with their employers 24/7, with no day off” and no free time. As most of them

cared for elderly people, who were the most vulnerable population in the pandemic, employers

7 Usually, caregivers have one full day off a week. The denial of such a day off is illegal unless the
employee is willing to waive this right in return for additional payment. However, the situation changed
drastically during the lockdown. According to data from our interviews and digital questionnaire, some
caregivers received payment for staying with their employer during their days off, while others were
denied extra payment and felt frustrated. Caregivers who received remuneration mentioned they would
have preferred to take the day off.
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or their families forbade the caregivers from going out even to buy food and medicine. As one

of our informants stated four months into the pandemic:

...the most difficult situation is that I'm still not allowed to go outside
[even] now. It's been 4 months that my employer is not allowing
me to go and take my rest day ... I want to see my sister and I want
to breathe fresh air and see some of my friends (Jennifer, 49, 11

years in Israel).

The denial of a day off thus had far greater repercussions than losing one’s only free time.
It led to a total shutdown of any face-to-face meetings and activities with other Filipino
caregivers. As mentioned, most routine community meetings and activities, prior to the
pandemic, took place on weekends, when most Filipino caregivers in Israel took their day off.
These communal events, such as church meetings, cultural festivals, beauty contests and other
celebrations, offer an arena in which Filipino caregivers meet, exchange information, gain
friends and express themselves by dancing and singing.

As this physical arena was not available during lockdown, new ones were created online.
Specific Filipino organizations within the community launched activities on Facebook such as
church services, Bible study lessons, beauty contests, and song and dance competitions. One
large-scale contest, called “Chinita Marikit® online dance showdown,” was organized by Philsca
(Philippine Society for Culture and Arts) during Israel’s second lockdown. The organization
posted the time frame, rules, regulations and criteria for judging on Facebook. Only Filipino

caregivers in Israel were eligible to participate (see Figure 4).

8 “Chinita Marikit” (meaning “Beautiful Chinese-looking Filipina”) is a popular song in the Philippines.
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Figure 4: Call for participants for "Chinita Marikit online dance showdown”

Within hours, the post reached thousands of Filipinos all over the country. Many started
recording their dances, following the music of the “Chinita Marikit” song provided in the
organization’s TikTok account. As the response was much greater than the organizers expected,
they had to post an apology Facebook post announcing that only 100 entries would be
accepted. The videos of all of these participants’ dances, mostly recorded in their employers’
homes, were uploaded to Philsca’s Facebook page (see examples in Figure 5), along with the
names and pictures of the judges (Figure 6). Although the event was executed on a digital
platform, its organization was as similar as possible to a real face-to-face event, including
impressive videos prepared by the organizers to announce the winners.

By uploading their dance video onto the competition’s Facebook page, participants were
able to show their talent to thousands of community members, reaching a far greater audience
than in the face-to-face format. Based on our informants’ posts, being part of this communal
digital contest reinforced their sense of belonging to the Filipino community, expanded the
number of their online friends and supporters, and strengthened the importance of the

community in their lives.
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Figure 5: Videos of dance participants in the Chinita Marikit online dance showdown

Figure 6.: Announcement of judges in the "Chinita Marikit online dance showdown”
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Lack of Access to Information

Obviously, the first weeks of the pandemic were stressful for all. People sought information
from all available media, local and global. Three weeks into the pandemic the Israeli Ministry
of Health added English and Arabic to its official Hebrew site, making its rules and regulations
more accessible. Yet, the details about the total number of infected and dead in Israel were
published daily on Israeli media in Hebrew and Arabic only, leaving many uninformed. Filipino

community leaders overcame this challenge through social media. Recognizing the need for
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accurate local information, they posted a list of cities with high rates of COVID-19 and the
names of old-age homes with high rates of infection daily on Facebook, in Tagalog or English.
Information on the number of Filipino caregivers who contracted the virus or died was also
posted and shared on Facebook groups and on Facebook walls (see Figure 7). This act of
making information accessible and relevant to Filipino caregivers in Israel enabled them to be

informed, updated and connected.

Figure 7: Post with information on infected Filjpinos in Israel (posted March 4, 2021)

FFCI K3 PROJECT “ FEDERATION OF FILIPINO
KALINGA KAY KABAYAN b .. ¥ COMMUNITIES IN ISRAEL

INFECTED FILIPINOS IN ISRAEL (COVID-19)
310 INFECTED

273 RECOVERED
35 ACTIVE

2 DIED
SULATMULASAEMBANADAY

FOLLOW SECURITY MEASURES

Beyond providing information in Tagalog and English regarding the virus, restrictions and
the numbers of infected and dead, the posts also disseminated information about visa
regulations relevant to international labor migrants during the lockdown. The most important
were those related to state policies concerning undocumented migrants and regulations
regarding the extension of work visas for those who were documented.

It should be noted that information about visa regulations had been posted prior to the
pandemic on the Philippine Embassy website, on migrant organizations’ websites, and by
individuals on their private Facebook pages. However, these sites were never the sole sources
of information, but rather supplemented that provided by the Israeli authorities. During the
pandemic, these sources were the first to respond to a dire need, providing accurate
information relevant to the changing circumstances. For example, a post uploaded a few days
into the lockdown said: "The immigration authorities and the government will not be
apprehending people without visas until the end of the COVID-19 crisis...” (written in Tagalog).

Other posts, uploaded on either Facebook groups or Facebook walls, were related to
services the Israel Ministry of Health provided to international labor migrants regardless of their

legal status, such as free testing for the virus (see Figure 8).
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Figure 8: Information on COVID-19 testing for migrant workers in south Tel Aviv

@

Pemmission to Post Admins:

Important Notice

Ichilov Hospital in collaboration with the Tel Aviv Municipality and MADA
(Magen David Adom) will open today. Sunday April 5th a special Corona-
testing area for asylum seekers and migrants living in south Tel-Aviv

If in the past 48 hours you have suffered from either one of the following
symptoms: High fever (of 37.8 Celsius or more); new cough, sore throat
shortness of breath, diarrhea - Come get tested in the new CoronaVirus
testing area — 6 Hagalil street, next to the central bus station

The testing area will be open

Today. Sunday April 5th from 1:00 pm- 2:00 pm
Tomorrow, Monday April 6th from 9:00am - 2:00 pm
Tuesday. April 7th from 9:00 am- 2:00 pm

All tests are free of charge: Take care of your health

The provision of this information on social media empowered many and helped them feel
more secure in an unstable situation. The posts with detailed local information received
thousands of "likes" and were shared with others, who added many comments, thereby actively

accumulating and using online communal social capital.

Loss of their Visa after Giving Birth

As mentioned above, one of the main tactics to prevent international labor migrants from
settling in Israel is to restrict their ability to establish a family in the country, and particularly
to prevent them from keeping their newborns in Israel if they want to maintain a valid work
visa. As a result, most Filipino caregivers send their babies to the Philippines so they can
continue working in Israel. Sometimes the mothers themselves bring their babies to their
families in the Philippines and then return to Israel to work, but usually they send them with a
relative or friend going home for vacation. During the lockdowns, the pandemic prevented
Filipino caregivers from travelling home. In fact, it was virtually impossible to get airline tickets
to travel abroad from Israel. Even though the state halted deportations during the pandemic,
Filipino caregiver mothers with young babies found themselves in a challenging situation, as
their visas were not renewed.

According to Facebook posts, as soon as flights became available in August 2020, six
months into the pandemic, leaders of the Filipino community established a novel system to help
mothers send their babies to the Philippines: they matched newborn babies with Filipinos who
had decided to return home for good. This operation, which became communal, was made
possible by the community life already salient on social media and by the trust that had

developed over the years between members of the community. The leaders used closed
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Facebook groups, considered reliable and trustworthy platforms for fellow Filipinos in Israel, to
disseminate essential and sensitive information among the community’s tens of thousands of
members.

A post announcing the first group of eight babies to leave Israel was accompanied by
photos of them at the Tel Aviv airport. In this post, community leaders emphasized that the
most appropriate people were chosen to take the babies to the Philippines. One of the leaders,
who was among the returnees, posted information on his Facebook wall to keep mothers and
the community informed about the babies throughout the journey. For example, once the flight
from Israel landed in Istanbul, he posted:

We are in Turkey now, babies and their babysitters are currently
e ¥

taking a break... =%

(written in Tagalog; posted on the volunteer’s personal Facebook

wall, August 11, 2020).

When Three things to do today:

1. wake up

2. miss you

3. survive

I wiill miss you so much my child. I hope you make it safely.

... It seems like my heart is going to explode, my child ...

7o all those who helped us send our children home, thank you very
much...

I salute all the mothers who sent their babies with mine, what we

are going through is not easy right now ... (written in Tagalog).

they landed in Manila, he shared on his Facebook wall a live video of each of the babies
with their babysitters, showing that the newborns had arrived in the Philippines in good
condition and had been well treated. The video had 1,700 hits and received dozens of
comments in which members of the community congratulated and blessed the babysitters and
thanked them for making this mission successful.

Unlike pre-COVID-19 times, when sending a baby to the Philippines was a private,
individual act, where a friend or relative took the baby, during the pandemic it became a
communal operation published and documented on Facebook, the most public and widespread
arena possible. Several such groups of babies were sent to the Philippines between August and
December 2020. In all cases, digital networks provided a mechanism of control, trust and safety
for mothers who sent their babies with virtual strangers. In addition, the publicity of the event
became a medium through which the mothers could share their sorrow and receive comfort.

For example, one of the mothers posted on her Facebook wall:
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This last example is a clear case where online communal social capital, accumulated over
the years, is translated into a sensitive lifesaving operation carried out by individual members,
who do not necessarily know each other but are part of a large offline and online community.
In other words, the various aspects of networks and feelings of trust that give the Filipino
collectivity a sense of community, enabling individuals to draw upon community resources, are

a salient example of how online communal social capital is created and used.

Discussion: Coping with COVID-19 through Online Communal Social Capital

This study examined how Filipino migrants in Israel, working as caregivers, used social media
to initiate and execute activities that enabled them to overcome some of the COVID-19
challenges. Digital technology is part of everyday life for migrant workers in general (Acedera
& Yeoh, 2018; Cabalquinto, 2018; Cabanes & Acedera, 2012; Chib et al., 2014; Dubinsky, 2020;
Longhurst, 2013; Madianaou & Miller, 2013) and Filipino caregivers in Israel in particular (Babis,
2020; Golan & Babis, 2019a; 2019b). The nature of their lives as caregivers has made the vast
majority of the Filipino community in Israel active participants in and consumers of social media.
In normal times, they enjoy both worlds — the one developed and maintained via social media,
and the real-world, face-to-face encounters during weekend meetings, trips, cultural
celebrations and church services. Obviously, activities in online and offline arenas intersected
and fed each other. However, when social distance policies were strictly imposed due to the
pandemic, social media became the key arena for all individual and community engagements.
Social media thus served as an essential tool enabling users to cope with the challenges of the
pandemic.

In his seminal work, Culture in a Liquid Modern World, Bauman (2011) explored various
aspects of what he calls liquid modernity: a condition characterized by the fragility and
transience of social bonds, the handing off of responsibilities from the state to the individual,
and the emergence of new forms of disengaged extraterritorial power. Bauman (2011) claimed
that, within the world of liquid modernity, “networks replace structures” (p. 14). Based on this
definition of culture in liquid modernity, we claim that, in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic,
in an attempt to grapple with the unstable and fluid present and the uncertain future, Filipino
caregivers took over some responsibilities of the state, particularly the provision of accurate
information and essential goods. Doing so was possible mainly due to the offline and online
social capital accumulated over the years by individual Filipino caregivers and their community
as a whole. Moreover, the Filipino community used its online networks, mainly Facebook, to
maintain stability and restore a familiar daily routine.

Our findings show that Filipino caregivers utilized the Facebook platform during the
pandemic to accumulate online communal social capital in several ways: managing self-help
philanthropic campaigns such as the distribution of food packages to help the needy in the

community; organizing digital communal events, enabling isolated Filipino caregivers to be
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actively involved; providing information about the COVID-19 situation in Israel and in the
Filipino community and creating a communal operation to send babies to the Philippines.

As shown, the boundaries between private and communal matters became blurred in the
first months of the pandemic, as challenges considered individual or private in regular times
became communal issues and received an organized response through Facebook. In addition,
through these communal digital initiatives, thousands of isolated Filipino caregivers could be
involved in various community events and operations as both active participants and online
supporters. While previous studies of migrant workers and Facebook have emphasized the
contribution of social media to creating and empowering communities (Le Duc, 2016; Wijaya
et al., 2018), our study adds an analysis from the perspective of social capital — specifically,
the dimension of online communal social capital via Facebook.

The communal use of closed Facebook groups during the first months of the pandemic
emphasized the crucial role social media played not only in enabling personal communication
during the lockdown, but also in facilitating the accumulation and consolidation of communal
social capital in a community of isolated migrant workers. Unlike individual social capital,
communal social capital emphasizes the role of the community in building the capital. Following
Putnam (2001), not only does social capital include social ties that connect people together; it
is also the oil that allows communal initiatives and dynamics to flourish.

Following research distinguishing between individual and communal social capital (Au,
2019) on one hand, and online and offline social capital (de ZUfiga et al., 2017; Huang et al.,
2021; Trepte et al., 2012) on the other, we introduce the concepts of “online individual social

III

capital” and “online communal social capital.” While the lockdown made Filipino migrant
workers feel fragile as a result of losing their jobs, loneliness, fear, isolation or the threat of
losing their visas, the communal projects that emerged on social media during the pandemic
nourished and reinforced their sense of belonging and stability, whether they took an active
part as donors, recipients, dancers and the like or were “just” online viewers and supporters.
In a previous study (Sabar et al., 2021), we showed that individuals from the Filipino community
who led philanthropic operations during COVID-19 used online networks such as Facebook,
Whatsapp and Instagram. Some reported that their philanthropic work positioned them as
trusted leaders, while others complained that their efforts not only drained their personal
capital, but also were not properly appreciated by members of their own community. In this
study, we demonstrated that Filipino individuals who took part in online community activities
not only expanded their online individual social capital, but also strengthened the power of the
community in times of social distancing in a foreign country by means of online communal
social capital.

It should be noted that the use of Facebook groups to launch activities aimed at assisting
Filipino caregivers in need during the COVID-19 lockdown and creating online communal social

capital did not emerge out of a vacuum. Rather, it was a direct continuation, extension and
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expansion of communal activities that had started several years prior, which we refer to as
offline communal social capital. The digital public nature of the activities during the pandemic
increased social bonding and mobilized growing numbers of people to take part, reinforcing a
sense of belonging to the community in times of crisis and therefore fortifying the online
communal social capital.

Our findings suggest that the formation of online communal social capital during the first
months of the COVID-19 crisis was not an obvious and inevitable outcome of social media
usage by migrants in response to the challenges of the pandemic. For instance, in their study
on diaspora vlogger migrants during COVID-19, Zhang and Zhao (2020) found that Chinese
YouTube vloggers around the world shared their experiences and feelings during the pandemic,
inviting viewers to co-construct an emotional experience. While the digital practices of these
vloggers can be considered online individual social capital, their involvement in social media did
not lead to the formation of online communal social capital. We claim that the creation of online
communal social capital within migrant communities may emerge in specific social media
platforms (closed groups on Facebook) juxtaposed with a specific geographic location (Israel)
and accompanied by a strong pre-existing base of offline communal practices.

We suggest that future studies explore the creation of online communal social capital
among other groups of migrants, both in Israel and in other countries. Furthermore, this topic
should be examined in other digital platforms, such as Instagram and Whatsapp, and not only

during periods of crisis.
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X1an

mTRY DA 1D LY MKIAPI DN 1191 DYV "ANN2 MY NN2N NIYZNY DPXN NPINN
Scheepers et al, 2002; Hellwig, & ) MINNXN D2 21 PNNY 127198 NI¥IAP 990 MN
"2 NN DINN2 NMpNnN NMN90N .(Sinno, 2017; Landmann, Gaschler & Rohmann, 2019
WEN Sy NDDIANN 01V NI¥IAP IX DANN S MND1 922 MK Y %250 DR NINN
NTIN N1 Npn WX ,)NNAN DK NINN ,DMARPN SV nTay mnipn Sy nnnnn
SNI2N DK NZINNT NN S NN MTom Sy 5012 1290 DMaNNNE 2N Ny'w/o2
Stephan et al., 2000; Landmann, ) TAX>m MONN A2 nyvon Yoo pwm mipny )ik
7D Yy owavn oMpnn 2 Sy qon .(Gaucher & Rohmann, 2019; Esses et al, 2001
DI¥N¥] NN N0 NAKM ,D8¥YNN 2923 DA 9N NN *Y25%D 1awn Sw mopnay
Kuntz, Davidov & Semyonov, ) N2 TN NYNN NI NNpN2T DN NaNN NMom
.(2017; Nieuwenhuysen, Duncan & Neerup, 2012

nMmy N9an DIXN S MIXMAN X T DY TNy ,(COVID-19) n1nMpin Noan
DPNNA NPMIYRY NIMTTY .021y2 NN NOONM 102 2019 N5 N¥9 L,(N'NTID)
D™MANNA 922 TINM ,0MANN 993 NN S MO MRy Nagpn Sy myasn 0%yl
.(Reny & Barreto, 2020; Croucher, Nguyen & Rahmani, 2020) n9ann M2pya ,0"NXOX
N¥1I9NN2A 905 1D .2020 "XN-YIN2 N9ANN MKI9NN ¥ XN AN DX NNNN X,
P 5V M%2an NY0M DPNIXD-1 DM2YA DY ND2aN ,0MA0 S NMTn NTRn NLVPa
MY NONTT NMHYa M0 D XA 9N 0% 1awn nhhan i N ,Nmavn
.N2 D>02nn

MANN ORI DMANN MIKIAR N 199D ORI NN S MRy DX M2 N pNn
DTP 12N OPXN NIZINNYS .01pn NO9AN 2¥ XN 220 1 ,0%pn wpan nmay
N2 M 1 NArN NOIPNA OX A% ¥pant MIXMAN OPRN NINN DX 901N pnnn
NI¥PN DY NTN%NN pNnn NN XD 1D 11D NN 21 Spen Y2530 DIk NINN
(Kuntz, Davidov & Semyonov, 2017) *2292 12awn 5w MoipNna DMANN 990 M%w MmNyl
NNMPN NArn N9IPN2 0212 DMaNN 990 NOK TNy NAagpn Sy NmMyn
NN NX DA 1N2Y wpan pnnn ,(Reny & Barreto, 2020; Croucher, Nguyen & Rahmani, 2020)
P11, NNANKA N91PNA NIXMAN DINN2A NMDF DMANNY NNY DRI NN O M)
XI2PN MY DM NNIX

SxX"a p™Mann

IN I XXINN) MOV XD AP DRI TN DMIPYN NRNN S DN MY Q10 TV
NTROMNIRN YN .(1970-2 Jp 1 1950) Mawn pin Mon (DTN NNSwn "anp oyl
NTI2Y M2 MoNNY 19210 D'NLVN DY NKRT NI2pYA Y01 120N 1987 NIy NIIwXIN
NX 2™N D2'VD%9N S DMPN NX XPN% NYX DMNNA DPOYAN YN21 ™20 NIkDpNa
179110 72 0¥/ (1999 111N MTNX) 02 12yn 51 NnMay ND X2 5'NNn% X NHwnn
M DV, MXNONN AMYNN ,NIKDPNN ™0 '91YD 1Py ,NTIAY MannD 0NN 99X
2N DNIYPNN 1910 wNn S22 X ,DPWpa 719°0M TY'0N 91y 0 DNYOX 1901
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NTIAYN MaNn 190N N"Hyn DY 722 T2 .02 DNINY N DX D'D'ann D700 1WaP)
NN 21,0y MK XDH NHX 10101 NHX D D190N D2 NSV NN SR wany
DT NTIAYN MWK OPIN A9 9 DY X N2 XN NNaY

D'XOr DX NTIAY MANNY JNIDNMNND 12 NMZNNPN XM NMYINY M1n NINN
DM D721V PIN2 DMTDIA DNPOYN 'RIM "D DT2Y" XN M2n pin N1on MDAk
V1,02 2PN IR DX NIRRTV XN T2 PINn NN 'O 5y .1991-X"wnin
2IVnH Q"N T2 Y pova NN DM 9501 11990 MITNTN M2in M0 1poyn
MY DIN'N DK/ ,NTIAY MY 11D) DND 'KIT DX T2IVY Ny 'RIN DMK DX 1T2V9
MUN NDYNA MIXDNAY A TayN S MK .IXM2 Mo 1Imx noa%, (o
027 DMpPN2 021X .MNAX N1V NTIAY 'WA91 MU NNADN2 NIXDNAY NH2IN HOXNION
D™N2P/NNN D'NYIAN T8N D2 DX ,N0 21201 NMDT "H%1wn DNy 0'72n NMAavn Mann
MANN 2N .OMIEPAN DTIARND ¥R DNMN XIN YW1 DNPOYN KN DY Npo% DMInkn
VN 121N2 N¥' DN, 27X 9N 0ONT MDY 1ND ,NMY NIIDPA DMMANN XM NTavn
.(2008 ,ynD>™ M 9np) NraNx MNP

MNTN 02122 X MM ,JTIONT NXMNMXA PVA ,NPM9Xn 0099 19NN 2006 Nawa
QPINN NMAT NTNYIAPR NIANY 1211990 USPNN wpan .U%pPn N2 Ypao DNY¥AN YXwe, Sy
NMPAN ,NKT DY 21" M2 DN,V NN SXpY (1951) D"MXN S D090 NINK
5w X DX 0OPNN Wpan 1901 Van 2012 niwa L"DMNanon" DNIX N12on N1 RN
7292 0'VYN 2012 NI DX D MINTN N21222 21TAN DM NNYN TN X K 65,000
mNipn Man2 0'pOVIN 0N ,NTIAY MK 'R U2PNN '¥pPan NN 19 SV X .iN"X 101)
DM ,MY221 0% O'ROF VPN WpaNnY NMDM .(Ty'021 DM ,NNMN2 pya) Ny
U2pPNN "wpan NN NMMSNPR NMIARNNAL EMOY N 120810 010 oy 0'oapn
"D S DMND1I .AMAYN MaNn NMD1YOIX T8 2N SN S MMNTN NIDK/2 DMYaNN
X1 102 'NNANN DPINN DX NI 21X DN DNT MDA ,0%pnN wpant nMayn Mann
DI MIrD1 NYNNN NNV NINNNKND D122 .DNIpnn D121 DY D'0RY090p NN
NX'2D IPNNY DNN2YN) IR DN DX MPPND1 DX UDPNRN Wpan 190N NX DYNYH
LA N2Y) (2101 NRAOY MR NN DM I8N N0 Nan® 2% vird ,0'NinNo
.(2019

DM2Nn 208,000 SX W Ny 2020 NIY S IXIN 1IvA1,NMANN NN N1 'O Sy
-D NN NNy Mann 100,000-0 0NN, M2 PIN QINR XOW SR NNy Mo X
.0%pn "wpan 31,000-21 (N29 DNYXY DN DN'2N) N2 XO¥ Ay Mann 76,000
YN .DTIAVN MANN 190N DINAYY INQNY NINTA YTV S8 M%wnn 10pa DN wna
NPOYN S DMON Mp™ ,0"PIN NTAY MANN S NpOYNN QP DAy 1992 198 nn
28D NDWION MM DX TONAN DX NDION PN 1PN, DOxs Dpoyvnh DMr
onp) NMMNN MMM T2 07PN "NY2 DY Y& 012NN A7 W8N IR IRD N2 Amnwn
DT T NN X ,NTIAVN MANN Y DN90N2 NTYY DINK 02N T Nt TN L(2008 ,jno™
A% e
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NX19'9NNY) NTIAVN MANN 992 YR NN NITAY N DWe/nn My NS'NN2
,(1999 ¥ 121 NIraN2) NS NN (NMIN0V'A 11NN N/ NDIPN2A D'VDY9N DTV
MEINN S 101 DY DWIANNA 1IN 1DV NITRYN Mpo1,0Iwn DY 1NN 198 NNy 021X
192 N2 NO21N NOMN YY1 12N 2P DMANNAN 1910 (N1 'NNan ,"Y0%3) DX
D" .(Amit, Achdut & Achdut, 2015; Raijman & Semyonov, 2004) N"ANN NN NNE/PN2
12N XN ,U5PN Wp2an 99D MITAYY NNM2AVN MAaNN 1992 M2 NITAY 212NN XD 19X
MXIN NANN D 0N NIX 1N NTRPNA SR DM IMD1HOIX $93 1992 NIy NX
.0%pn "wpanh Ny Mann 2 'N2N1 "D 0DMaNNN 95D

D™M2NnN 251 DX Menn

990 M TN MTAY S INY91N NX MPNY 12 "NiNNN Orx" a@1nd NnNngn 1pnnn NN90
Stephan et al., 2000; Stephan et al., 2008; ) NMAaY "MAaNM D'VIV'A ND 1IN MY
S¥ NraSmmMon D'OI0VIKN DY DI'RD NDONI YINN N¥Ip .(Hainmueller & Hiscox, 2010
NX NINMNN MTAY NY¥AXN 21NN N¥IAP 2% N21aN21,N2 NYHXI0I9 NINNND1 QNN NY¥IAP
D' IX "NMX OPR NN 2101, My MK w2150 *TAN-00 AN XN NINNN DX .0MAan
,0"525D ,5wnY) LYON S D'DIVIKN DD DNWH NIDIN TATTAN DIRN . T2%2 TN
950 X (NMIXY NMMAININ , 0™ NN ,5nNY) 2'0P2IPN DY D'DIVIRN 95D X (D™NNAN
TN D2 DN
O"OMXNN DTN ,0DRN NTaN2 MYN X595 .(Landmann, Gaschler & Rohmann, 2019)
952 M1MY NNDY 2NN NY¥IAP MAN NN 0™ D N NP DKN NZINNE 922 D 0NN
DN X1 DMMPNRY Mpavinn <MD ANy NEtan DNNTNA 1NN NM

S¥ Mnyn 9% ,MNNNN N2 *22%00 190 Yy NDDANN *%2%5N D1'KRN NPAINN
12 PARNN T SV IMNMYIAPN NINTIN T 5V MAkynn Y1NN NY¥Iap 99D 09N NY¥IAp
Stephan et al., 2008; Hainmueller & Hiscox, ) D"2%2 D'21N2N YW1 D\AXN DY MiYIApn
SV DX DAXN DY MHOX™I0ID NONNNRD ND9N2 YINN N¥IQp DX 295 (2010
JO%Y My 0NN N¥IAP MaN N'9YD WX 019N N¥IaPR DY DH2YON D'0IVIRN
NTAY MNpn Y NN DMANNNY NINN NY21INy2 DMpDA M0 T X2 290N DIRN
NI2NN 1TD2 NYA9N /NN DY NDDIANN *MNNANN DI'RN NRANN .0"Y0YD D'axen YW
Bobo & Hutchings, 1996; Sniderman & Hagendoorn, ) YIn Mx12p 1X DM2aNN S DN1ND1 %1
MmN NXYIND NY'wO1 N"Hyn wn yanyd DMpnna Mo 'TH X2 nr DX .(2007
NNOD A¥INN , MXD-"NIAN DX 1NN NNTNIN MTOIN DY Y029 1297 DM DMaNNN
MOTYNI D'NIYI MIMyN WY 195 "NI2NN 2TIiNN Y 002NN ,*2120'0 DI'KD DA pNnn
mTny SY nrpa NTNI2N-NMIXDN MM S NTPON DX AT, MR My T2 NN
D'VIYMY XN NI2NN DTN NY¥IAP-1"2N OPYONPN NX MDY DI VN .NN
NNaNN S MMMANNNT MAIXSN NMamnn Sy D™XND  0'09N1 DMaNM DMINX
1N NIXD DX ORI PN .(Shniderman, Hagendoorn & Prior, 2004 ; Esses et al., 2000)
Amit, Achdut & Achdut, 2015; Raijman ) N2 TN NN 2NN Y DMMRN DMNNNY NINN2
.(& Semyonov, 2004



12 nan 2022 -12"own

mnNo D1 *Y2%2-"NN2NN DTAYAY D019 D YUY N ,NNNNN TN DY NN'Yn2
mMN9 NN 1N DY, MTMAY MN9) 022N D'axwN Sy N7w N NNNNNN N wen
(T D"NAN DY SV N N91TA NNNMT DTN NY7aInh mManTm

D'MXN 1N N21N1 092N *HY21 1N *9052-1K%10 Tnynn D'UI9Y 1IXIN DX DMpPNN
Semyonov, Scheepers et al, 2002;) DNIX NTAN NN NN 1DAN DMANA 19N N
mTny 0'X21NN 0901 D9XN.(Raijman & Gorodzeisky,2008; Ceobanu & Escandell, 2010
nru1o My (019N S NM'UY)190 MTRYN NMTN NN DN NMAY Mann 992 NiYon
NLUNAIT NN MOPYN ,NMINK NDON "Dy D'IX NIIMOXNN NN NINT DN man
Canetti et al, 2016; ) U192 NTIAY MANN 9521 5522 VIV NMI¥IAP 99D NIIY2D OIN
7D DV viaxn YxeM 0Mpnn ((McDaniel, Nooruddin & Shortle, 2011; Scheepers et al, 2002
AN NN TRV DYPRTNNAINT OO N 5N 9050 yp YHhya ,ning 0'D0wn 0o
.(Canetti-Nisim & Pedahzur, 2003 Amit, Achdut & Achdut, 2015;) DM2nNN N DX DN

728N N DI'RN NMZINN2A D2 72NN DX NP D'22ATN DMpnnn MAINNKN Dy
Hainmueller & Hopkins, ) D1'p91M Y711™N Y2 DpNNa .0MANN S MY Mip 9920
OTYN XN D1, TR 1R DN S NI MIKIAP 1992 'WPMNKN 2NN DM 1D X¥N1 (2015
WA IPNNA DA SRPMINARD NTIAVN P/ DP0MSN DD Oy 019250 DMaNn N2
1IN DRN MZINN 22 DMaNN S DI D10 P2 NIN2NN M2'Y/N 021y N1oMaa
DM2NNAN (NY'2ON ¥/N) N'NNAM D229 N1'NAN NN DMIXA /N '0M2N 112NN D X8
.(Hellwig & Sinno, 2017) D'NY0DIN DMANNA NNV N'NAN NN DIRAT NDTTR NN
1910 NANN S D2DON DIRN NMIZINN T8 D X¥N1 N91'K] M 19-2 vay pnna
mnMon M2 Nn DMANNA 99D MMy MRy SV NMyan NNt My Moo 0Mann
.(Gorodzeisky & Semyonov, 2016)

D'21) DMANN S MY MXIAPY TN 2NN DN 09720 NINNXY 12021 Yxpn
NV 1pNnn n .(Tartakovsky & Walsh, 2020) (U%pn "wpan My M2TAn Mawn pin eRoT
21,00 S M MIYIAPN XN NN U9PNN WpanNn DIXA TN OXIN 2NN D
NX N2 X N pNn DX DY .2101n MND NATRAN NY¥I1IAPN DN 2vnn "1y 0'21wn 2pn
NN 125 pNN2A ORI 2NN DD S 1MirTny NX N2 X1 0TIV Mann 992 onn
— 0PN ¥pani NTAY ManNn — DM2NN MKXAP N5 DN YR 12NN 550 S mny
1900 MY¥IApN MY 90 &N XN DN M2AaNN2 097209 Nyl NDINN 1pnnn NOXeI
JIXM NMDT N NN 1IMN01 DY 19X mgann S MoOSwnn

"MpPNN2A N9'PN MON™NNY 12T DMANA 191 NIXD1 'NNAN "2 DNXN NZANN Tya
NNDT X2 0MANN 910 2NN DY "MINMAN D1RN NRANN XM 021 NN
SV MT0IN X2 NN 2w MyONN NX 11N2¥ DMpNN ' DINXK .NpOdNn MonN"Nn?
yp1 Sy mywnH DMannn S Don' NN (Grove & Zwi, 2006) NM1Q'8n NIX™MAN NDwN
mTny Sy poon waT DN XY X ,(Crush & Tawodzera, 2014) D992 D2ADINN NIXMA
Esses, ) 101721 12X TN ,DOX D¢ DIpNN2A .0MANNY MXMQ NMDT DAY Y 2sn
D'AMON NMIYPN WENAK MXT-X 1awn Yy moipna D vl (Medianu & Lawson, 2013
Y'Y D0, M%NN N¥9N] DNMYXIN X 19901 ,0M20N0 NN 1190 O S 2001 D'8NXN
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NM2N NI¥IRD NMIYPNN WA NYDYN DX N2 TN IpNN .00 DY V'snn 001N v
NNIT NIINN Y V'axsn N1pN 12PN R 0PNXOX DM2NNA T2 NINTPN MyTN <Nkyn YV
DM2AVINN DMONN NY9Y/N NX P12 901 TN PN .(Croucher, Nguyen & Rahmani, 2020)
D N9 IpNNN .O"NXOX DMANN 990 TNITRY DY NNIMPN NDANY YA RPNk MY
NYONN NX DN TN (0D DINMIN NAYN) N'9'0IXILV0 NOY/I DN IWNNYNY DMON
Dhanani & ) D"NX'OX D™MANN 992 NMym MTNY? 19210 01N S NS wn NrHo5%on
MXM2 NMDT JNND Va2 2N MY 1NN N2 pnn X¥nl X%  Nxr oy .(Franz, 2021
NP 2N N91PpNA DMANNYS

Ny ("NIXM "NIXY ,'NNaN ,'%292) Mawn DIXN NMINN DX 1N &pan Nt pnn
PN PNNN NOXRY H2DD1 MM 12N XINY ,NINIPN 12N N9IPNA ORI MNN
22 M MO12 192 D290 MIXMAN DIRN NIZINN N2NIPN N91PNA DN XN N
OO0 0PN MZINN NINIPN N9IPNA ,1INYENY 2D1RN NIZANN XK/ RN 2NN
(1 N"ywn) 'MIx5N1 '"NANN DI'RN MZINNN N NN NN NI

L1 02K) DX 0%pn wpan '9%D "H>Own DN VA DR DMpnnn MY
NOTYN SV Mya¥nn 0D21v2 DMpnnn NMTY DA D | (Tartakovsky & Walsh, 2020; 2019
0%pn "wpan D NMvrN2 NS MMy (Hainmueller & Hopkins, 2015) D292 DMannb
NIN2N Y NY'a¥N IpNnn NN90 ,NNT DY .NTAY MaNn RN NN OPX NIANND 1Ny
009NN V2PN "WpPAN 992 N8N MOON .U%PN 'WpAN Y DY D10 12 Y NN
D2V10N 992 IWXRN NN NN DNMN DX 98N T2 DY¥IRND 105N "DPNMK D'UH9"D
9092 X1N DN'AND IDNN VNN D 1210 AN 'O DY Qr UYpn 'wpan DNy
PIN1Ta VYPN Wpan "99D MANN MY NX N NXNN pnna .(Verkuyten, 2004)
2N 1,270 NN MOON NX NAY™ A UOPN PN 10 2 1T NINAN D X¥N1 XM
"DN'AX 0'0'H9"D D'DONIN 1PXN DA ,V%PNN 'Ypan 590N DI'K N ORI
Jawn N9IpNA D WYY IWOX [ NXT XD .(Hercowitz-Amir, Raijman & Davidov, 2017)
SN VYPNN WP 191 (MXMANMIXKD , NN ,'2292) MN DIRN MZANN NNMpn
.(2 "MyPn) NTayN Mann 191 DIRN MEZINNNA NM NP NN

D™MANNY NM"MDT 1NN

mopNENN MY 0NN MYTNN MTRYY 0'051] DML Y DY NYA¥NA IPNRN NNDD
mopNrNN MY (NN DI¥NAY /NDID NYIN) NYMANN NN NNP/PNA 28N NO'N]
N1MU™I9 IX/1 NP9 ,N1'NNAN NIMDTHY NI DTI2ANNAN YVI1IND 11280 11812
1NN 952 MA'NN NITNYA D TpRANAN DMpNR MNS 0™ .(Gorodzeisky & Semyonov, 2009)
mirn NrMann NMDM 2 N D'Nan DR 2NY D91 0NN MMor
MANNY MY NIMDT NN 99D DRI MANN MY DX N2 pnn2 .(Raijman, 2010)
mnNo TIVIN NN D (Raijman & Semyonov, 2004) 21'MD1 JND™ IXYN DX NTAY
AN INIXA PN .NNN2N N2 NMDE NNRA NN 7011 NIXM2AN DINN2 MMDE NRN
mMD02 N'MNAN NMDTF NYNN2A RN ORI NN 250 D K¥N) DX WY
YN DIRN NIZINN 195 207 5N 28N pnnn .(Gorodzeisky, 2013) NMAay Mannn
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QMDD M 198X NNYM DNN 'NN2N PNINA 01P12 19 NN 02NN 190 ORI N2sN
.DNN NPMNYQN NMDF NYYN2 1NNS 1NIK 091N 19X ,0N990

TN NN N0 ATPANN XM N1 NNNKD DDAy DMpnn NNTO
Hercowitz-Amir, Raijman & Davidov, 2017; ) USpn wpan NM'MI2aN NIMDr NNY Hxw
TRV NN MY TN N'VNIRN NNADA D'W'SN DMpNnN .(Hercowitz-Amir & Raijman, 2020
NI¥IQPY 1210 2N D 1N2ANN N AN pinwin Nion (Deservingness) MY aRNN
'R NINNX 1281 DTN T8A V101 NTNN2N DM Nkl SapH DMy mMnmon DMann
DWINN NX MINY WWOX NMDTY NMXID NP D2 ND'ONY D'NINN 0NN 12 MR
.(Yarris & Castafieda, 2015) nn1"an®

D09 1 (NTIAY MaNN PWA) 1AaN2 DMNIAN DMANN 2 N2'N2N PNNRN NND0
AN NMOr 2P DMXID 59D 0T 0'DON1 D'UON D97 ,0NHY NNO9I1 NANN K
1ND™M K- IR D DM 2N N pnAa L(Hochman, 2015) 09252 DMann XN
XN 12N NNOON NX DYpNN21IN2 (Hercowitz-Amir, Raijman & Davidov, 2017) 2™
NMUIAIN MM NDAN NITAN M2 D 194 V5PN "wpan MY NMDT NNY TN
DINN2 MMDM POy X2 IpNnn NXT DY .0%pn wpan MDD NMDr NN NND0NY NN
D251 N'NN2N NMDT NNS NNDDN-'XY 1IX NNDDNY DN™NN XOX NIXMAN

,IN2N DINN2 NMDF JNNY YA122 ORI 2NN NITAY DX 1NAY wp2a N pnna
.0%5pn 'wpan NN5 121N XN N9X 121 NTaY Mann% NN 1211 XN <MD 12012 1'NAn
1NN2 NDMAN 21 02PN PN MXMA NMDT NN NDAN 12 272N K¥AM D XN 1INVN
MWD D WD WWOX XD TNAY INKA NDXN (3 NyPN) NTay MannS nbx nMor
D'IPXYY NN NIND N¥Y,NTAVN M2NNAN XA NN U2PNN 'WpPANn DUIRN NN ORI
MXM2 NMDT NN N NN XPNT NN WD WOX XD TT'RN X NN NMDr
702 1DAN Apvapa DM D'0YWOD D'0SN1 NINDY DpYny Diwn USpn wpan
MANNAY NNINN DY YA DM NMYZNN I . M0Imn DTN DT8RN DOXIN
.09 Tnyn DMXID UYPNN Wpan NX DOIN DX DX

NMTO NIY¥AXQ MXM NMDT NIYIAPN MY NNY MDD 1215 TN Y'8l ol
IPNNN NNOD .("NIXMA1 'NIXD [, )NN2N ,220%D) DX NIZANM D"OANT-'YI0 yp "INwn
,'2090 DX MINNY Yp1 "INNY &Y NNINNN YV NY'A%N 0NN 992 MTnya NPpoivn
M2 MDY (Amit, Achdut & Achdut, 2015; Raijman, & Semyonov, 2004) 'nx21 'N12aN
NXNPND 0N ,NNMPN 12YN DY 1NI¥'YA VI WX ,NEIpNn .0 N D'RINNA <MDt NNS
TNXN ,0" 91 DTN " 1M 1202 .NIXM2AN DINNA DM TRRnn NIXMAN ONXN NX
09PN wpan 992 NTNYA TPRNN NKRN 19 N2V M2ANN 952 NIy Tpnnn
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apnnn nuw

272NnnAn 21012

WY "U%PN WpAM NTIAY MANN 99D MANN NITRY" Mpn 10 'Ina Y D01aN pnnn
D'1NAN 73.IPanel NN T SV (N1NIPN N9AN Y KN aN) 2020 'XN-5MOX D'wTiN2
OXNN2Q N1 ,N5yn1 18 52N ,5X1M NN21IaN MR NMDIPOIXN D DATNRN 190X)
IPON 745K R NTL,N20wN NN LM, DIXD (D'KAN DNNNN D021 Y 0"%N mnad
120-1 N"TIN'N NN2aNNN 504) D'ONNYN 624 55> DATAN .M NMAY ,NISY My )
1981 N1HY25201 NMMOIAINT-YID Y MYKEY T8 MOXY 62 55D 7p0on .(M"2vn Nnlannn
MOoxYN NN DD .0%pn Wpanl nMay Mann 990 My Myan moxy

.(Amit, Achdut & Achdut, 2015) W1 DTN DNPOA DX NORE/ 1D 1IN0 NTNYY NION™NNN

22nnAn anen

DATN2 122PNNY D™DINN DDV NX NN DNYTAN DX DNPNN DX NV19N 1 0520
.DTTNN S Man'nnn NNY M21% 0N DNPNN Ny

ApNNnN NN YY 0™oan 0'DY1 1MNTan .1 n%au

a Itinx NNV — NNTAD D'INYUN
Mg X978 N''LOI Y¥INN
1o r li?n
N=624
Y1 nwn
19.26% 0=’ ,1=27y .MI0D'T NINWN DIXY?
50.04% 0=121,1=nw'R .MIVD'T NINWN 2TAN
40.45 DIW1 712 9 NINwn b
(15.72)
67.36% 07?7 '*=0 ,0'77' w' =1 . "MIVD'T NINWN MN5YnN 1¥n
44.71% 0= nmM919 1= .!MIvI'T NINYN D"IAN DIN
4.03 Ixnmny=1:nMnop 6 7va "2 I NINWN .n'Dwn v nieT nown
(1.56) (T2 nnw 11-9) n'p?2n n2d'N=2 ,(TIn"? Nnw 8 Tv) nino

N'ATER X7 N -7y =4 (T nnw 12) nx'm nanm=3
-7y naww' ,o'xomn? o"a ,ni'nk? 0"a ,0MnmY% 11mno)
N7 MTER RN =6, 77N MmTER AININ=5 (naDm

D2MUMPN O SV NOWVIOT (PNNN 1101 S M%yn 2a0 X)) ESOMAR-1 NN iPanel DMpon n1an 73
SR 217N DIXON NX NHWON iPanel NN .M NIXDIMAN pNAN 10N *TIAX S N nnnn
NINAN NMMO1YOIXD NI IWORNT DMNAN 99X XN NN NIINN

TNAX1 NN2NN 1P YRINNN 520 ,5wNn .0"n%n S 2019 'NN2NN 1pDN N1 DXIN DXTAN N 74
PON 19°X,+20 12 2P WA NNANN PN 81 ,40.45 XN 90 DATND) 44-40 DN NXIapA
;50.4%-2 IPANEL 1021 50.6%-2 NN "NN2NN 1pDA D'waN MW ;(+18 12 21pa va IPANEL S
P02 MNTPX ININ DY MWW ;19.3%-D IPANEL Tp0D1 17.3%-D NN "NNANN 1pDA DN MWW
,AMDIDDIND DX NAYNIN MTIYV™ NN'RAY ¥Y91N 1p0n .32.5%-2 IPANEL 1p01 33.4%-22 TnX1 'NNANN
J910N DTN 19901 XN 19182 12V 94% DV 1NN .22% 12V NDNN
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a Itinx N7RY — TN D'INYN
Maanp X9 N'LOI YXINNn
1o r liMm
9,969.12 nwn .N2n pwn 7w (101) N770N NMNSWNN NOdNN no»dN
(6,5300.0) .NXIAFZN 2¥"ND N2 NXAPN Y¥ax Nmiiog 11 9va yaipn
1.01 0.1 22 v1) DTN 19017 NIYS1 190N |2 ON'D AYINY NINWN qI'T NID'OX
(0.50) (n21m1 0''n NN1) NNRA NI9'OY KVAN NIAA ITY (47
2.62 =1)5-1 %y 0702 TTNIN NMINYN .NIMT 7¢ IMYY NITan nImT
(1.41) nIDTNNY XV DA WL (OPITIMIR) TIRA 'NT =5 ,21'7'N
NN
5.80 Xwm np'u™7192 Ml xnw %y naan oin onaT” TN NIrY'219 NITAY
(2.28) -"XnY 7w qx11 JnXY DX Opnn NUDOPINVA-1TTN
' nimy=9 7xnw nimy=1 ,9-1 "?m:
DI'N NIYINN
X7 7p=1) 7-1 % 07102 nITTNIN NIPRWN 2 YW yxinn NYINN Tm
:nLNY NIVYIPNN (XM [9IX2 DDON=7 DDON MINMAN DI'RD
nn'Nn 7RIW 07PN 'wipan/nTiavn Nann 7w onindn”
"312'%N NIXNA 7Y
NN 7y 71y 0'nn YRIw 07 'wipan/nmayn mann”
"NINM2N
0.749 3.81 NTIAY "ADNN NIXNAN DIFRD NYIND T
(p<0.001) (1.74)
0.823 4.41 V7N 'YpaANN 'MIXMAD DI'RD NYIND TN
(p<0.001) (1.87)
X7 775=1) 7-1 %w p%7102 niITTIN NIPRUN 3 W yxinn  NYINN TN
:NLNY NILTIBNN (K71 [DIXA DDON=7 DON "2'D0 oIrkn
NTAY nmipn onpl? 0%n 'wpan/nTay Mann”
"DYRYNN
DYN DX DTN 7RI 07 'wipan/nTiay NMann”
"x v o'y 7w yximnn
N'72727 NNAIM VYN 'wpan/nTiaY Nann YW nnindn”
(07100 q19'0 yx) "W
0.677 4.10 NTIAY Mannn 25750 oIk NYINN TN
(p<0.001) (1.47)
0.678 4.37 V77N 'wpann "7%0 DIk NYIND TN
(p<0.001) (1.50)
X7 7»=1) 7-1 %w D702 NITTNIN NI7RUN 2 7Y yxinn  DI'RN NYINN TN
:NLNY NIVTIPNN (XM [9IX2 DDON=7 DDoN 'mIann
Y'Y NN NN 7RIV DTAYN Nann ¢ oninon”
"ny'won
MN'Y >N 7Y 71y Dnn YRva aTavn Nann”
MN'Y — DAYINN 77% npoon N1TANY  nniNN
"Tyol J1'n ,NIXM2
0.615 4.24 NTIAY "A0NN 'NNaNN DI'RD NYINN TTn
(p<0.001) (1.67)
0.683 4.75 07N 'YpaNn 'M1aNN DI'RN NYINN TN
(p<0.001) (1.76)
N 07 'wpan/nTay Nann 'y Tnya” n1v Tann mIX? DI'K T
07102 T "N1 TN TIND 2NN 7Y DR DR D 7D Niaa
(X'm 9182 nDon=7 nnon X791 =1) 7-1 7w
3.62 DT AN MIXTD DI'RD NYINN TTN
(1.94)
4.00
(2.04) 077N 'Yirann MIX7N DI'RD NYINN TN
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a Itinx N7RY — TN
Maanp X9 N'LOI YXINNn
1o r I

D nun

NTIAY MAaNN? MY NIXNA NIV oo7 v IN11Y Tan
non X7 77> =1) 7-1 7w 07102 TTMW "07N 'wizan/n'pIn
(X'm |91x2 noON=7

4.73 DTIAY NN NIXNA DT NN
(1.95)

3.80 V%N 'YpPaAN? NIXMA NI'NDT NN
(2.09)

NINM NI'DT |hn

O 1on Nanen

MU™M PODY NN MIDIN NX NINIAN NNX DX DY DDIAN NFNIN/N — NMXM2 DM NN

D210 XN NF NINPN M2Y MAIPNN 0210 .0%pN 'wpan/Drpin N2y Manny "M N2
.7-2 1 1 yan nndon

DrxXn meinn

D'ONMNN 0NN NVIX 0DD1NN NN DN NN DXN NIPINN DX 02800 DNNEnNn

1221 DNNN D YD R0 .0%PN 'wpan 1990 TMTRYHY NyaIX nTay Mann 992 mnyH

DINPNN 01O 17N .U%PN WpPANY NTIAY MANND DM NN 191X

OPXN NZINN NX M2 X101 ,D T /N0 N2 01 NANN - "NIXMAN DI'RN DANN
NN MXM2D NYAON (T1912) USPN Wpan /AM2AY Mann Y& MND1N Mix™Man
0210 XIN NF TN MY MAINN 0710 .SX NIM2N NDwn SV 51w nnnni
22pNN DATND NIYXYN MY 12 WP, NNNn X801 N TN .7-2 1 2 Yan nndon
wpan r=0.823, p<0.001-1 Ay Mann%  ~=0.749, p<0.001) pnIM "Mynwn
.(U5pn

NY19% D'ON"NNN DTAN 3 S y8InNnd N1 A TR — 92900 0PRN NRANN
N22%221 NTay NMNipn2 oA (T1912) UYPN wpan /NMAaY Mann ¥ DNNDIN
Nt 7N5 .7-% 1 2 Yan NndoN D210 XN DT TR MY NIQwnNn 0210 .HOxwn
USPnN Wpanh NTay MaNNnY NPODN NN NMAPY 101 NaNNn NN NYapnn
.(a=0.677, p<0.001; a=0.678, p<0.001)

NLINNY D'ON"NAN DTN 2 DY YXINND N2 O 171 — "NN2NN DI'RN NINN
XIN N7 TN MY NMAINN 0710 .NV92 N"HY1 1M NN M1 NYA9N
DATN2 NMOXYN MY 12 WP NN X¥N1 Nr 77N .7-2 1 2 yan Nndon 0210
r=0.683, p<0.001-1 nMay Mann> r=0.615, p<0.001) PN Mynwn S1pnn
(0U%pn wpan

2NN Sy DX NON"NNAN NNX NYXY SV DDIAN N NN — NIXDN OPXN NINN
.7-2 1 2 yan NnDoN 0210 XN NINNA 1Y M2IWNN 0710 .12 NN

D

)

©)

4)

DY 21N D DY 9012 .NMAA DPK NN XVAN DPRN INPA 2 S MAa s D Y

MIXMAN OPXN NZINN 12 WP 0912 1Py, M OrXN NZANN 12 DMY/p 1X8N)

.DMPRN TN 2 DNMRNNN DX D'%N 241 1 0'N9DA . NN2ANN DR NINNY
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ommoAa Vvl 'anen e

, DM DIPR [, NNOWA a8N 9 TR ,0IKY :DMM0N VPl "INwn Nwy Diwt Ipnna
DDV 9912, 0NTTAN DNNPAN V1D .NPU™I19 MTAY ,NMNT AT N9 ,NDION ,N2oWN
.1 NY202 0NN ,DATRA HAPNNY D™DINN

22NnAn 5T131 NININ NUY

NX N2 1D 7>.0'W¥INn NXNN 1NN 1201V 3 TV 1 pnnn MyeN DX 1N Nin Yy
1N MXM2 MMDT NND MDD DX X212 DMOY ONX MPINNT Y1 NN 195w 1pnnn YTn
MDD .NMNPN-1Y MDY N0 120 L,(T1912) UOPN WpPANY M Ny MannY
MIN2AN DRN NZINNY Ipyal 0PN MZINNY D XN 125 Myynn ,0%w21 Ny

JIXM MMDF 1990 MIKIApn MY NNS N2122N 920102 NIWNRYN NODIN 7°0n ,223%0M

o'Xs¥nn

2TPNANN DNAY WPNNRN NN DY YR MK VT 121 DATAN SV yT'n Npoon 1 0%20
1M ,0'w1 50%-2 ,0NN DN 81%-D ,MAIAN DX NN NMDIPDIX NX A% DATAN
N22wN XN NYONN NN YNRINA .01 & DATNA D'9ONNYNNN 67%-2% .40-D XN y¥innn
NN NNY a0 N 10,000-02 NTTNXI NYSIANN TMNN9/NN ND1DNN NN ,NMNDM-5Y
D TVYN RPN 12K ,0' 09N 0N D D' T'WN 35%-2 P ;N1 "NMoN 2 Nyl DTN Nysinnn
SV MTyn 9-2 1 Ay 0710 DY 1TTNIY MO 190 NMTRYN MY NI'NT NN 0O'NT 0N D
D'AXNN 0'A%11 2-1 1 0'N9DI D 2V Q01N .N'UY190 N9NN S 0N 18D DATAN S nnL)
DANINN UDPN 'Wpanl NTay Mann 9%D (DMrkn 4) DN NIZaiNN2 D'7a0N M2
GLM mn 7y 0PN TR NYQX P2 NIINNA D' 720N N1ipnain DX 1N 12 .2 nH202
DM NIXYD NI D .NIMyN NINN MYan NN NIKNIN L(GLM univariate analysis)
0%pn "wpanh DN ] DTV MANNY DN )N DNYNN MinNa D'pnan 0'HT1an

(A1)= 49.899, p < .001, n2=0.172 -1 R1)= 41.520, p < .001, n2=0.147)

1NN YY1 VYPN PN MANN 950 MY NMAY MANN 993 MY 12 DY T1aNN IX N 71 73
TV D'ANRN NYQTX S DWRINAN T2 NNN5 1,72 SY 9011 .0ArKNN TNX 901 0 0nxn? T
.NTY MaNN VPPN pan ON 11912 (GLM univariate analysis) GLM minm
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NMDT NPAYNA NO'MM UYPn "Ppam NTAY Mann 50 01X Menn .2 n%av
1YX DMann®

(N1 Maan 7 Ty N 1nan 1-n :0Y10)

AMDIZ2IXNA 2220 2772

F nrpT Inn DI'X NYINN DI'X NYINN DI'X NYINN DI'X NYINN
NI MINN2 mixy 'mian by b)
d c b a
yxinn yxinn yxinn yxinn yxImn
|[iPhn N'*0oI |Pnn n''ool |JPnn n''ool |Pnn n''ool |Pnn n'ool
41.520*** 4,73 3.81abc 3.62abc 4.24acd 4.,10¢d [abhla]
(1.95) (1.74) (1.94) (1.67) (1.47) Ty
49.899*** 3.80 4,47 abe 4,00 abd 4,75 2cd 4,37bed 'wjpan
(2.09) (1.87) (2.04) (1.76) (1.50) 07N
13.251%** -1.695*** -5.972%** -8.574%** -6.446*** t |nan
D'naY
D'l

.GLM (General Linear Model) MN" 71v2 NMiwa DW¥IAAN NX MPANS 1D :Avn
Bonferroni 1NN (p<0.05) NPNAIN NT'NA DM N D'>72 N 210 DY NNIwA D'vN¥INn - a,b,c,d
***p<0.001 ;**p<0.01

M2ANN5% DN N, NIXMAN DRN NZINN NIMPN NO1PNA ORI NN YHD 10pa
DR NINN NIX L (7-1 D2 D210 1NN NNkNN2 3.81-14.41) UYpPn 'wpan oN"M 1 Ny
,ANXNND 4.24-1 4.75) "N NPINN XN "NMNANN DR DZINN PN ,ONM Nrmyng/nn
OPIX XD 1 Nyen 1D L(7-1 S D210 nn

T NN 72 ,0%pn 'Wwpanh NmMay Mann 12 NaNan N DPRN MEINN DX 1IN2Y 1D
Wpan M9n 0PN MEPINN OPXN TN NY2IX 902 ,2 Mywn? DXNNA .00 D'
2 NYPN 109 .Y MaNN 191 DRN MZINN NNV PN MpN Ixk¥na uopn
DOPRIN

NN NINDIN 2 272N X8 D ,3 NNywN NN 18D 02,2 Mywin Np1aY NNl
D'ATNY T MNM 7V ,NTIAY MR NIX NNY iNDaN 21 V5PN Wpan® MM NMor
DWVaNN D'XY¥NNN .0F DTN DMPOX DI Y 12V8N .3 MY DX YK WX DM
TMX NND M0 N NIVPR VPN WpanNH MXMA NMDT NN MWD NNDIY D HY
VPPN "WpP2N NX DOIN N2MNN DX NYXED 101 T2 N PNNK XSNNY DN .NTAY Mannh
SoMN" 09D

nen-a27 Ninta

NX 129010 (1 TN) IwXIN 2522 N2 NN MDA 12870 pNnn TN 1K 1N2% 1D
9D .3 NY202 DAY D2TINN DR MZINN VAIX NX (2 5TN) "wn 25221 ypin "anen
MANNS 1N L,DTIN RN N MXMA NMDF pyvno 00m Dy L1 STnn nbh iy
MKIOpPN N2 NIXMI NMDF P2yn 00011 DMA12N D X8¥N1 Ty 09PN 'wpan 1N nmay
M99 NN 2D ,1D 1ND .NMODMODN 2NN NN )25 001N 1D A ,0Mysn Ne
MXM2 NMDT PYN2 MIDINN NNMD 2, N NMN' 10190 MITNRYM D' AN N
NMOT NN N1121% NIMNTN DAY 12 "N wpn 1D 8 .0%pn 'wpan1 nTay Mannk
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72, N NN NMNTN NN 922 1D .0%PN 'Wp2anD MXMA NMDT NNY YA P X8N)
12 PNAIN WP X¥N1 XD 02 HY 901 .0%pNN wpanh MxXM2 NMDr prayvnS ninoan NI
JNKI2PN MY NI NMDF NN MIND1% NHOwN NN NDION NN, "NND/N 28N ,Tan
18%-2211 NTAY MANNY NMDT NN N21DN 1212 12%-22 NTNRXA 1 9Tind NN20ImNN Nawn

09PN "wpan? NMor NN MNDaN M2

NTIAY "MANNY MXM2 NMDT NN AD'MN 1A% N"MaNn-a1 2o 3 nbau
ubpn wpan,m

ubpn wpan NTay "Mann
25Tn 15Tn 25Tn 15Tn
Beta B Beta B Beta B Beta B
6.77** 5.01%x* 6.96** 5.48** viap
0.17 0.92*%*  0.17 0.92%* 0.11 0.53* 0.11 0.52* (Dy=1) DIXD
0.04 0.19 0.05 0.20 -0.02 -0.07 -0.03 -0.11 (Dw1=1) "N
0.14 0.02**  0.14 0.02** 0.12 0.01** 0.13 0.02%** P
-0.06 -0.09 -0.11 -0.17%* -0.01 -0.02 -0.06 -0.08 nrNTN M
0.01 0.05 0.08 0.34 -0.01 -0.06 0.03 0.13 NNO¥/N 28N
DN pn
0.09 0.39**  0.09 0.38* 0.14 0.56** 0.14 0.55** (1on=1)
-0.10 0.42**  -0.14 -0.59%* -0.11 041** -0.14 0.54** ooy
-0.04 -0.01 -0.03 -0.01 -0.03 -0.01 -0.01 0.00 ND1DN "M
-0.04 -0.05 -0.04 -0.05 -0.03 -0.04 -0.02 -0.03 N2own nmM
-0.05 -0.05 -0.22 -0.20*%* | -0.09 -0.07 -0.17 0.15%* nro' o My
-0.27 0.38** -0.20 0.27** 2090 DR NINN
-0.14 -0.16* -0.03 -0.04 NN2aN DX NINN
-0.05 -0.05 0.04 0.04 MIXD DX NANN
- DX neINnN
-0.06 -0.06 -0.20 0.23** MM
0.338 0.180 0.231 0.121 R?

p<0.01** ; p<0.05* :AYN

TN NN ,0RN NIINN YAIX DX 129010 12,2 DTN D810 O'R8¥NNN N1'N22

NX NN XD VYND DI'K NIYINN D2N12N DNPNN N9DIN R NN MMpa pby

NV PN NINN 12K TN NINZNAN 19NN NINPAY Ypn 'INPN 2 D'N2INN Dpn

12 101N OPXN NIZINN D W2 N mD "Mroo19 Myt nangnn N pnamn X
MO NN ND'MANY NMUYo19 MmNy
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2 N MPINNINM2M D200 DIRN MPINNE 922 '3 X¥N1 115 NywnY DXNNA
AP K¥N1 XD NKT DY TN .0TIAY MANNY NI MMDT NPayN2 1NN NIND NV 2SN
TV .02V M2aNN% MM NMDT NN NiNo1o MDD 'NN2NN DI'RN NIINN 2 pHan
NMDr NN% MN21% "NaNMm %2530 OrRkN NIYINN 2 pRan "o%Y wp 0OYp D X¥N)
mEI% NMLIN DT D N MPIN YK DR NIZANNY 922 YMYD ,05PnN 'wpanh mxMa
NMDr NN M21D1% "NIXMAN DI'RN NZINN 12 pR2IN P X¥N1 XD NI NMDr DN NNY
NN20DINN NN 2 DTN NIA¥INN N1PDAN M2, NY'WE 19D .0%pnn 'wpanh NiXMa
MANNY NI NMDT NPIYNA NDANN M2 DN 23%-22 NTNAXRA 10" 191X NNYY
09PN wpan 34%-221 NnTmay

T 01D

NX1 02PN "WpaN! NTIAY MaNN 191 XN NN D DIRN NIZINN NX N2 N pnn
MYYNX .NNMPN N9AN S IXIN Y20 S 1My NI NMDT 0DNS pavn? 1mindanmn
MZINNY NY212N 1PN MNYZN NNTO NIN2 ORI MDY a8 DA INNIY )P0
JIXM2 MMDT DN NNYD DX M2NN M0 NTA M2 TN 0 nd ,0NM9n 0OrX

V2 MINM2 AN XN ,NMIPN YN N9IPNA NOYY ,NNKIN 1pNNRN NMYN
MEANNA N NIN1IAA NI NN MXMAN 290N DRN NMPINN , Nrmiynyn Nrb2%0 moown
MANNN N'NNAN N1'NAN DR DXL NN D KYN .AYIXK KD NIKDD TNNANN ONXN
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OV NIy NIX DIRN NINNK 1D ,0%pNN 'wpan S D190NN N2 NN 717 Hxpma
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DM2ANN NXIAP 2 71NN "'0p™ 100 2TIAY D X¥N1 NN NNDDA .NI¥IAPN Y 12TA
T N0 1N2Y NMy*Sn X .(Gorodzeisky & Semyonov, 2020) DI'X MINN D101 Ypwn pr
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MANND NI NMDT NND OXIN 12NN S 1M21D12 Tpnnn 117N2 0 pnna
DM2NNAY MXM2 NMDF NN N8N N12101 2172 MXMA 12N NO1RPNA VOPN WRIANY1 NTAY
,(Raijman & Semyonov ,2004;Raijman ,2010) 7pNNN NMN90D2 7252 NLYIN NMON™NNY NNt
WNATN Y1V 221,992 "MTpX NN NNDT XD D172 MIXM2 12N NODIPNA JNIX NN 1M2iDd
OV I MXM2 MO Nn Sy N0%NNN ,N1NIpN Jawn XS TIiNM2 ,10N12n0Y .0 pnn by
DY IX INYIN Y I8 NMY29D <MD NN %Y NLSNNN DY TNX NP2 N1 NNDNA DK NYVIN
2VN2 MWD MND1 2 272N X8R NMPN N9IpNA D WY .0MaNR S NHH0 NN
Y VSN N OTAND 0Ty MannS NIK PN Mo 121 VYPN Wpanh MXMa NMDr
MANNY 19X MO NPAYN AN XPNT ORI NN D ININ D'REANM ,D™MPOX DD
DI M NN WD NN IORY D DY QX IXON .0DPN Wpan dwxn N Ny
AN VI'DD DMIXID D'09NI DYDY NNOD1 NN 0'0%991 UYpPN wpanh NMor pavn»
NNXNINN NNNN |, (Hercowitz-Amir & Raijman, 2020) D")2%2 nMay "Mann5 Wwxn
2V NY'a¥N 125 1pNNN DOINN MY 1p0N "IN S NN Npayvn NP 12 N NHYapnnn
MOXY 19XP1 1P .MMy 0'UH9D DX 0'0DN1 UYpPNAN Wpan D nnNn D
2NN NN D TIN5 AWOX NN LYPN PN DY QN NDON2 NMTPINNN MO0
INXN USPN ¥pan 17 0'DNIN 128NN 50%-2 D YN X¥nl 00090 DNIX DOIN 1K
0PN pan w1 Yana NHReN NOXID DOIX ."DMpIN X 0Nanon" DN 0NN DN
19X D'X¥NNN .30%-22 177 21772 NO'ANN MNK "DXY¥IN N1 TN DNMNY N1D0 NOpRI WR"
NXIN XD 1291 "DMNIN0N"D UYPNN ¥pPan NX DN XN 2NN 101 PON D TN 1N
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NNINNS D'WAIN DR8N .0%PN wpanD nMay Mann My NMDr Pavn mainan
X112 1pNnn NN90 DY D'2A/™NN DM NND MDD 1219 MNpX-'810N YpIn \Moxn
001N DMWY MO X¥NNN X ,(Amit, Achdut & Achdut, 2015; Raijman & Semyonov, 2004)
DMpNN DY 2P™NN IR DTN DT 02PN wpano NMay Mann NI NMDr pavn®
TN NANN TRA DR MY NN N1 MND1 Dy DWasn Xpny DnNTp
S2X] MNN MTAY DY Npnyn NN AT N NNKR X800 .(Raijman & Semyonov, 2004)
YN NNANNNA DMPNAN 190N NYTAN YD ™ MNN NN 172 NaNaN N

OXNNQ VPN 'WpPanH DN D NNYYN (2 5TIN) 12N MXNPAY DI'RN 'JNPN NO0IN
NN2NN *22%0N DIRN MINNE 922 ,(Raijman & Semyonov, 2004) 1pNNN NINDD2 X8¥N1Y
191X ,NMDT DND P1YNY NI AN0IN D92 19182 DTN D ,NT M 0NN 9N
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Civic Initiatives for Asylum Seekers during COVID-19

against State-enforced Exclusion
Maayan Ravid*
Abstract

This article reviews the difficulties faced by Sudanese and Eritrean asylum seekers in Israel
during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the response of Israeli civil society. It is premised on the
notion that African asylum seekers in Israel have been subjected to state enforced structural
and racialized exclusion since their arrival in the state. Systemic exclusion has had a detrimental
effect on the asylum seekers’ wellbeing that was exacerbated during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The article surveys various forms of civil society aid discourses that developed in the country
in support of African asylum seekers. It presents new findings from empirical research
conducted with aid initiatives during the pandemic regarding civic activism. It focuses on local
mutual aid initiatives that involved asylum seekers, highlighting how such initiatives increased
during the pandemic, accompanied by a discourse of care. It argues that local initiatives, guided

by care, can resist state-led exclusion and power inequalities in activism.
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Introduction

When COVID-19 reached Israel in March 2020, government restrictions and lockdowns soon
followed. Globally, unprecedented numbers of people found themselves unemployed, and
lacking basic needs and services. In the face of the failure of governments to deliver services
and provide support, solidarity and mutual aid initiatives emerged (e.g., Chevée, 2021; Pleyers,
2020, pp. 299-301; Sitrin, 2020). While COVID-19 has affected all individuals globally, asylum
seekers and undocumented migrants have experienced the negative impacts of the pandemic
disproportionally due to pre-existing inequalities and exclusion. In the words of Marina Sitrin
(2020): “We are all in the same terrible storm that is COVID-19, we are not all in the same
boat” (p. xvi).

This paper discusses the situation of some 30,000 Sudanese and Eritrean asylum seekers
in Israel during COVID-19, contextualized in their pre-existing exclusion by the state. It focuses
on civic aid initiatives that operated during the pandemic to support this group. It explores the
work of local mutual aid initiatives, highlighting the importance of such work and its potential
for promoting inclusion. It also examines the discourse of care that emerged from the crisis
and its political potential for combatting division. As noted elsewhere:

Mutual aid work is mostly invisibilized and undervalued in mainstream and left
narratives about social movement resistance, despite its significance as a tool for
opposing systems of domination. The marginalization of care work as uncompensated
feminized labor, the mystification of law and policy reform... impede a focus on mutual
aid. However, mutual aid projects are central to effective social movements, and as
conditions worsen, mutual aid projects are becoming an even more essential strategy
for supporting survival, building new infrastructure, and mobilizing large numbers of
people to work and fight for a new world (Spade, 2020, p. 147).

While crises introduce threats, anxiety and a host of other negative feelings sparked by
fear about one’s survival and wellbeing, they also provide fertile ground for change and
resilience. In response to a global crisis and the disastrous outcomes of state enforced
exclusion, Israeli civil society increasingly tried to mitigate the harm to the asylum-seeking
community during the first year of the pandemic. This article focuses on such “invisibilized and
undervalued” forms of local mutual aid and highlights the ways in which care can promote
inclusion. The article is guided by three primary questions:

1. What pre-existing conditions precipitated African asylum seekers’ humanitarian crisis

during the COVID-19 pandemic?

2. How did Israeli civil society respond to the asylum seekers’ humanitarian needs during

the pandemic and?

3. What does civic organizing and the discourse about aid teach us about activism in times

of crisis?
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Asylum seekers from Sudan and Eritrea entered Israel by foot through unauthorized
border points on Israel’s border with Egypt's Sinai desert between 2005 and 2012. These
crossings came to a halt with Israel’s completion of a border barrier. The state acknowledged
that Sudanese and Eritrean nationals cannot be deported due to risks in their home countries.
They were permitted to remain in Israel through policies of “temporary group protection” or
“collective non-removal” (Kritzman-Amir, 2012). When Sudanese and Eritreans were first able
to apply for asylum in 2012, thousands did. Yet most applications remain pending with Israel’s
Ministry of the Interior, and Sudanese and Eritreans asylum seekers continue to be referred to
as “infiltrators” (Israel State Comptroller, 2018b). Despite recognizing them as non-removable,
the state repeatedly threatens to detain and deport this group collectively, leaving them with a
tenuous legal standing after more than a decade of life in the state.

In Israel, a wide array of exclusionary measures shape all aspects of asylum seekers’
everyday lives — legal, economic, welfare, health, and social. Many argue that this exclusion is
racialized and structurally embedded in state policies (Anteby-Yemini, 2017; Rosenhek, 2011;
Willen, 2019). This approach is consistent with increasingly hostile, criminalizing, and racializing
treatment of asylum seekers and migrants across the Global North (Armenta, 2017; Bhatia,
2015; Canning, 2017; De Genova, 2018; Mountz, 2020). Such exclusion had detrimental effects
on asylum seekers’ wellbeing prior to the COVID-19.

The first part of the paper reviews the literature and theory about different forms of
systemic exclusion that shape African asylum seekers’ realities in Israel, and the civil society
aid discourses that developed in the country. The second part presents findings from empirical
research conducted with aid initiatives during the pandemic. It describes civic initiatives that
offered aid to asylum seekers, and the aid discourses they employed. It focuses on local mutual
aid initiatives, highlighting how such initiatives increased during the pandemic, accompanied
by a new discourse of care. It argues that local initiatives, guided by care, have the potential

to combat state-led exclusion.

Theoretical Background

This section describes the context of African asylum seekers’ lives in Israel, prior to the
pandemic, that are shaped by state-enforced exclusion. Exclusion takes multiple forms: tenuous
legal status, limited access to health and welfare services, precarious economic standing,
physical segregation, and social marginalization. State policies methodically and consistently
target this distinct group of racialized migrants and made their life precarious prior to the onset
of COVID-19. Knowledge of this context is crucial for understanding how and why asylum
seekers struggled during the pandemic. The second section discusses the civic aid and
protection discourse that developed in Israel in support of asylum seekers, or in response to
state-enforced exclusion. The final section highlights several areas in which pre-existing

exclusion exacerbated the difficulties faced by asylum seekers during COVID-19.
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State Exclusion of African Asylum Seekers

Legal Exclusion

In Israel, African asylum seekers are legally defined as “infiltrators.” In accordance with the
1954 Prevention of Infiltration Law, for over a decade, the vast majority have held a state-
issued 2(A)5 visa (also called a “Conditional Release Visa” or a “Temporary Protection Visa”).
For other non-Palestinians and non-Jews, entry to and residence in Israel are governed by the
1952 Entry to Israel Law. The Prevention of Infiltration Law applies to those who enter from
an unauthorized border point. It was one of the first pieces of security legislation passed in the
newly established state that sought to prevent Palestinians, regarded as terrorist threats, from
crossing Israel’s newly established borders and returning to their lands. This law allows for
more extensive use of state power to administratively detain border crossers, with few
procedural protections (Berman, 2015; Bracha, 1998).

At the close of 2020, 27,930 persons from Sudan and Eritrea (20% and 71% respectively)
— defined by the state as infiltrators - resided in Israel (Population and Immigration Authority,
2020). Many of these people fled genocide, forced and indefinite military conscription, or other
forms of human rights abuses. Over half of this group has submitted asylum requests but less
than 1% have been granted refugee status (Israel State Comptroller, 2018b). Most asylum
applications remain pending for years (Rozen et al., 2020), in contrast to the high rates of
recognition of Sudanese and Eritrean asylum seekers across the Global North.

In recent years, apart from the southernmost city of Eilat, visa renewal has been restricted
to a single location — the Ministry of the Interior’s office in Bnei Brak. In the period prior to the
pandemic, asylum seekers had to endure long waits, unsanitary conditions, and humiliating
treatment during their frequent visits to this office (Sadan et al., 2018). Many have described
encounters with state officials at the Ministry of the Interior as a form of abuse, corroborated
in a documentary report on the workings of Bnei Brak immigration staff (The Source, 2020).
Due to the requirement to frequently renew visas, the bureaucratic hurdles inherent in this
process and abuse by state agents, some have avoided contact with the state and, instead,

work and live in Israel without state-issued documentation.

Exclusion from Welfare and Health Services

Unlike other kinds of migrant visas, the 2(A)5 visa is a temporary document that does not
entitle its holder to social, health, or welfare rights. Asylum seekers, for the most part, remain
outside the national healthcare system and, therefore, cannot access regular, preventative, or
chronic health care (Gutzeit & Shamir, 2017). Some are insured privately and, to a limited
extent, by their employers. Most rely on emergency services and lack follow-up care or

medication (Israel State Comptroller, 2014, pp. 63—-64). While, since 2015, children can receive
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health insurance through the public healthcare system, this arrangement is contingent upon
monthly payments and is not available to adults (Moss et al., 2019).

Most asylum seekers are also not eligible for pension funds or social security. Thus, in the
case of job loss, they cannot receive unemployment or social security benefits. An exception
has been made for individuals with acute vulnerabilities such as survivors of trafficking or
domestic abuse, the homeless, and the disabled (Israel State Comptroller, 2014, pp. 64-65,

2018a, p. 152). Asylum seekers, therefore, almost completely lack institutional safety nets.

Economic Exclusion

Asylum seekers also experience extreme economic exclusion. Their ability to work legally is
unclear and they experience frequent violations of their employment rights, leading to their
having a precarious position in the labor market (Israel State Comptroller, 2018a, p. 151). The
top of the 2(A)5 visa paper states: “This document is not a work permit.” Though legally allowed
to work due to a government issued commitment to the non-enforcement of restrictions, this
phrase discourages employment and is often confusing or criminalizing in the eyes of
employers. Additionally, the state taxes employers at a high rate to discourage the employment
of asylum seekers. In light of these restrictive and exploitative conditions, many asylum seekers
work illegally in difficult and dangerous jobs that pay in cash but leave them extremely
vulnerable to exploitation (Israel State Comptroller, 2018a, pp. 162—-166). No other group of
migrants in Israel has been collectively regulated in this way for such a prolonged period.

A particularly harsh form of economic sanction was implemented between 2017 and 2020.
The Deposit Law deducted 20% of asylum seekers’ salaries every month to encourage them to
leave. Employers deposited the funds in a special account accessible only to the asylum seekers
if they agreed to exit the country (Kaufman, 2017). The Israeli Supreme Court annulled the law
in April 2020, and the deposited funds were released. However, many employers did not deposit
the funds properly, leaving their workers robbed of earnings totaling 700 million shekels
(Guthmann & Kaufman, 2019; Ilan, 2019). The law reduced this population to unprecedented,
state-induced, community-wide impoverishment. Prolonged economic disenfranchisement had

devastating side effects on the community’s health and wellbeing (Mehartzion et al., 2017).

Physical Exclusion

The Israeli government has made on-going attempts to either physically remove or segregate
African asylum seekers. The first attempt of this nature began with push-backs to Egypt at the
border (Afeef, 2009, pp. 12—-13). In 2008, the government initiated a geographical containment
policy dubbed “Hadera-Gedera” intended to prevent asylum seekers from settling in Israel’s
central region (Berman, 2015, pp. 194-195). In 2012, shortly after the establishment of the
state of South Sudan, Israel deported South Sudanese nationals, exposing them to great risks
(Lijnders, 2013).
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Since 2013, the state has encouraged asylum seekers to undergo what it terms “voluntary
departure” (Gerver, 2017). In 2013, the government established the Holot Detention Center.
Operated by Israel’s Prison Authority, Holot exclusively held Sudanese and Eritrean men in
administrative detention in harsh and desolate conditions in the Negev desert (Yaron Mesegna
& Ramati, 2017). The stated aim of Holot was to prevent asylum seekers from settling in urban
centers and to pressure them to leave Israel “voluntarily” (Ziegler, 2015). Throughout its five
years of operation, Holot held over 13,000 detainees for approximately one year of detention.
In March 2018, towards the closure of Holot, the government attempted to forcibly relocate
African asylum seekers in Israel to Rwanda and Uganda (Yaron, 2018). Individuals released
from Holot faced limitations on where they could reside; often they were unable to return to
the cities where they had established connections, communities and networks of support. This
limitation included Tel Aviv where most Israeli NGOs providing this group with assistance are

located.

Social Exclusion

African asylum seekers have also experienced severe social and public exclusion. The media
and politicians have promulgated a discourse of securitization and criminalization that has
stigmatized asylum seekers in the eyes of the Israel public (Hochman, 2015; Moscovitz, 2016;
Orr & Ajzenstadt, 2020; Weinblum, 2019). Unquestioningly, the widespread use of the term
“infiltrators” and the attendant legislation have contributed to the state and the public seeing
them as a security threat (Berman & Ziegler, 2015; Ram & Yacobi, 2012, pp. 161-166;
Rosenberg Rubins, 2019). These discourses have been used to justify detention, policing, and
degrading treatment at the hands of state institutions and politicians.

Eritrean and Sudanese asylum seekers have been confined to Israel’s socio-economic
margins and impoverished urban centers. These areas, particularly, south Tel Aviv, are
characterized by neglect, poverty, drug use, and crime. Furthermore, asylum seekers live
alongside disenfranchised Jewish residents (mainly Jews of Middle Eastern and North African
descent) whose quality of life is negatively affected by the systemic neglect in these areas.
These racialized spaces are frequently the site of hostility and tension between the two groups
(Anteby-Yemini, 2015; Cohen, 2015; Shamur, 2018). Thus, asylum seekers have become

associated with social strife, crime, and poverty.

Civic Aid and Protection Discourses

In contrast to government led exclusion, support for or inclusion of African asylum seekers has
also developed in Israel. Inclusion takes different shapes and forms, including daily
interpersonal interactions and efforts to provide the groups with services, protect their rights
and advocate for them. Non-profit organizations, civic initiatives, political movements,

employers, educational institutions, communities, and individuals have engaged with asylum
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seekers across Israel and over time. While most scholarship on Israeli support and aid to asylum
seekers focuses on human rights organizations and political community activism, countless
other positive interactions, and acts of allyship occur daily. According to the existing literature,
there are two major discourses about refugee protection and aid work targeting African asylum
seekers in Israel: a rights discourse and an identity discourse.

The work of human rights organizations is largely framed according to international human
rights discourses (Kritzman-Amir & Kemp, 2008). According to this view, rights stem from a
normative liberal concept of universal deservedness. They are regarded as inalienable and
inherent to all human beings and have been recognized by, and enshrined in, international
agreements and conventions. They are not contingent on legal status or national law, but,
rather, are understood as natural rights that should be equally available to everyone (Mann,
2015, pp. 464—465).

NGOs in Israel often advocate for rights enshrined in international conventions. For
example, a report published by the Forum for Refugees and Asylum Seekers' Organizations in
Israel opened with a quote from the 1951 Convention on Refugees. The group describes itself

and its work as:

six human rights organizations, working in cooperation to promote recognition of the
rights of asylum seekers and refugees in Israel; to mend the deficiencies in government
policy, and to establish an asylum policy that befits Israel's legal and moral obligations

(Forum for Refugees and Asylum Seekers’ Organizations in Israel, 2021).

These organizations utilize a discourse based on a stated commitment to international law
or basic human rights including specific rights related to employment, health and more. They
base their claims on the state’s legal and moral obligations to provide or protect universal
human rights.

An identity-based discourse, on the other hand, draws on different ethical and political
considerations. In Israel, there are strong discourses focused on the collective memory of the
Holocaust (Paz, 2011; Ram & Yacobi, 2012, pp. 157-161; Willen, 2010), or the Jewish identity
of the state (Rubinstein et al., 2009). Activism and advocacy on behalf of asylum seekers usually
stems from the personal identification or experiences of those using such discourses, including
individuals’ family stories, Jewish values, and national and local narratives.

Identity discourse is used to construct a common ground for action — such as shared
histories of oppression, or value systems — with clear ethical and emotive aspects informing the
aid work (Mann, 2015, pp. 467—468). Sarah Willen (2010) has termed the connection between
Jews and asylum seekers a “kinship of genocide.” She observed how this approach has spread
across diverse sectors in the Israeli public since the early arrival of Sudanese asylum seekers
to the state (pp. 513-515). Specifically, Willen outlines how political emotions moved Israeli
activists to act for, and relate to, Darfurian refugees based on the Jewish state’s founding

trauma and narrative of victimization.
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These two discourses are not mutually exclusive or clear-cut. For example, in writing about
NGO discourse in Israel, Aime Scheiner (2019, pp. 272-280) notes that non-profits in Israel
primarily employ a discourse related to Jewish identity and Holocaust memory. Conversely,
activists are often well-versed in a rights-based discourse and use it alongside or instead of an
identity discourse.

While both types of refugee protection discourses have been useful in mobilizing action,
some believe that these narratives can and often do construct recipients of aid in ways that
negate their individuality, subjectivity, and agency. For example, in refugee aid advocacy,
asylum seekers are often depicted as passive and helpless recipients of help (Ghebrezghiabher
& Motzafi-Haller, 2015; Scheiner, 2019). Furthermore, hierarchies of suffering that stratify
deservedness amongst different groups of migrants have emerged. These hierarchies can
generate or preserve dependency and unequal power dynamics between organizations,
activists, and the recipients of aid (Mann, 2015, p. 467; Willen, 2010, p. 517). These critiques
are consistent with the global literature that outlines the risks of constructing refugees and
migrants as victimized, weak, and unwell by humanitarian aid organizations (de Waal, 1997;
Harrell-Bond, 2002; Malkki, 1996).

This article sheds light on a third aid discourse that became prevalent during the pandemic
— a care discourse. Such discourse draws on the very basic, common, primal experience of
being cared for. It does not require shared cultural norms or liberal ideas regarding tolerance
or rights (Held, 2006, p. 132). Action animated by care is, therefore, accessible to a wide range
of people and applicable to all. Tronto and Fisher (1990) identify care as comprised of four
phases: (1) caring about - awareness of something or someone else’s need for care, (2) caring
for - an assumption of responsibility to meet identified needs, (3) caregiving - actual delivery
of a material response to those in need and (4) care receiving - the response of those who
received the caregiving.

A scholarly “tradition of care” has evolved within feminist theory and ethics since the
1980s. It views care as a way to live more justly in a world characterized by inequality and
domination (Gilligan, 1982; Held, 1993, 2006; Sevenhuijsen, 1998; Tronto, 1993). Care is
understood in its various articulations as a value, a disposition and a practice that involves
consideration of the needs or problems of others as a basis for action (Held, 2006, p. 4; Tronto,
1993, p. 104). An ethics of care is not a utopian ideal that conjures up a world without
differences where everyone likes each other or agrees. Rather, as Jane Tronto (1993, p. x)
writes, care begins with acknowledging boundaries and paying attention to who they exclude
as a prerequisite for action. I argue that a new discourse of care emerged in Israel in the form

of activism for asylum seekers during the pandemic.
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Systemic Exclusion Meets Crisis

While containment measures during the pandemic negatively affected most people globally,
asylum seekers and undocumented migrants have been particularly burdened (Meer et al.,
2021; Mukumbang et al., 2020). The pre-existing precariousness of their lives has been
exacerbated by the pandemic. As Sitrin (2020) noted, “Structural inequality shows itself in crisis
and disaster, and this one is revealing all the ugliness and systemic oppressions and inequalities
most of our societies were built upon” (p. xvi). This was also the case in Israel.

Pandemic lockdowns and market closures left many asylum seekers unemployed and
unable to pay for rent or food. Unlike Israelis, they could not access social welfare benefits or
government measures to alleviate the negative effects of the pandemic. Due to the exclusionary
state policies outlined above, most asylum seekers had very little money in savings. As most
asylum seekers were employed in the service, cleaning, and hospitality sectors — restaurants,
hotels, shopping malls, and offices — their rate of unemployment skyrocketed. NGOs reported
that around 75% of asylum seekers in Israel lost their income during the first COVID-19
lockdown (ASSAF, 2020) and this number subsequently rose as high as 80%. A Ministry of
Health and Tel Aviv Municipality survey estimated that over 50% experienced severe food
insecurity and hunger (Bleichfeld Megnazi et al., 2021). Increased poverty, eviction threats,
domestic abuse, and homelessness were reported (Forum for Refugees and Asylum Seekers’
Organizations in Israel, 2020), as well as malnutrition (Kashti, 2021).

The pandemic hit at-risk populations particularly hard. Many women (approximately 5,000
in Israel) had already suffered from intersecting forms of violence and oppression in their home
country, along with the migration journey and in Israel. Furthermore, approximately 7,000
undocumented minors were forced to be home for months on end. Finally, Israel is home to
approximately 4,000 asylum seekers who have survived torture and who were left without
support (ASSAF, 2020). These at-risk groups and others sought assistance from family, friends,
and community networks of support. Such networks existed long before the pandemic and
enabled the community to survive previous hardships and crises. However, having been
systemically and collectively marginalized for at least a decade prior to the crisis, resources and
savings in the community were depleted. While the pandemic and closures impacted everyone,
they exacerbated the already harsh reality of this marginalized population, precipitating a

humanitarian crisis.

Methodology

This paper is based on ethnographic research among civic initiatives that supported African
asylum seekers in Israel between March 2020 and May 2021, at the height of the COVID-19

pandemic. Aid involved the collection and distribution of food and other basic supplies. I was
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embedded as a volunteer driver, collaborator, and sometimes organizer, with five initiatives.!
Most food distribution shifts involved interaction with NGOs, Israeli organizers, and Eritrean or
Sudanese activists. Delivery included the collection and distribution of supplies to asylum
seekers’ apartments or community centers. Most delivery days started early in the morning and
were finished in the afternoon, usually repeated every two or three weeks. On-going organizing
and fundraising provided the resources for these activities. Aid initiatives discussed in this paper
took place in the cities of Tel Aviv, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Sderot, Netivot, Netanya, and Herzliya.

Ethnographic methods of data collection require long-term, deep, and continuous
interaction with sites and communities to produce situated, experience-based knowledge
(Cerwonka & Malkki, 2007, pp. 163—165; Haraway, 1988). In this case, I benefited from fifteen
years of activism with asylum seeking communities that allowed me to become familiar with
them and establish a degree of trust.

Following Cerwonka and Malkki (2007), ethnography is understood here as
“simultaneously a critical theoretical practice, a quotidian ethical practice, and an
improvisational practice” (p. 164 emphasis in the original). As such, my data collection evolved
along with the pandemic through my varied engagements with the community, particularly with
regard to issues of positionality, reflexivity, and care.

I collected the data from hundreds of hours of participant observations and informal
conversations during distribution shifts and planning meetings, semi-structured interviews with
aid initiative organizers, and written digital material. Eight interviews were conducted in Hebrew
or English using phone and Zoom due to social distancing limitations. Written material came
from posts on Facebook, WhatsApp, email communications, and public newsletters. I also use
excerpts from interviews and written communications with six activists - three Israeli and three
Eritrean informants between the ages of 30 and 45. I use their real names because they
indicated their consent and permission to publish them.

I analyzed the data using the principles of grounded theory. This method involves
“systematic, yet flexible guidelines for collecting and analyzing qualitative data to construct
theories ‘grounded’ in the data themselves” (Charmaz, 2006, p. 2). Ideally, this approach
mitigates a priori assumptions. Accordingly, analytical categories are developed from ongoing
analysis and engagement with the field (Hood, 2010, pp. 157-159). Given my dual roles as
both activist and researcher, I tried to balance my personal worldviews with my academic
commitment to an unbiased assessment of the information.

Due to the geographic spread of asylum seekers and the differences among them, the

material here is not representative of all personal or community experiences. Additionally, many

1 Qver fourteen months I volunteered as a driver for ARDC, March-June 2020 bi-weekly distributions; a
driver for the Food for the Soul initiative, June 2020-May 2021 - collecting bags of food in Tel Aviv on
Friday mornings for deliveries in Tel Aviv and Netanya; a driver and collaborator with the Culture of
Solidarity initiatives — participated in mobilization meetings for Netivot and Sderot, fundraised and
delivered to Ashdod and Ashkelon. Collaborated with the Herzliya network.
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individuals, predominantly Israeli and asylum-seeking women, assisted both asylum seekers
and other populations in need during the pandemic and are not discussed in the paper. A
diversity of experiences, myriad forms of action, and gendered aspects of aid work are not
covered due to the limited scope of this work. African community-based initiatives are also
beyond the scope of this paper, and merit separate study. The paper does, however, provide
rich subjective insights into and snapshots of the experiences of some asylum seekers and

those who helped them in the hope of learning about activism in times of crisis.

Findings

Civic Aid and Discourse during the Pandemic

While Israeli citizens relied on welfare services, social security, unemployment benefits, and
supplemental relief grants from the government during the crisis, asylum seekers were not
eligible for this aid. Civil society and many non-profit organizations already serving migrant
communities tried to fill the gap.? Many either expanded their regular activities or pivoted to
address emerging needs.

One such example is The Garden Library.? Ordinarily, the organization focuses on
community empowerment and education. However, with the first lockdown, they redirected
their resources to humanitarian aid. The Garden Library provided support to over 550
households throughout all of the lockdowns, distributing thousands of food packages, warm
meals, shopping vouchers, diapers, and baby food. They also continued to run educational
activities that could take place online, disseminated information, and aided in bureaucratic
matters (The Garden Library, 2021).

ASSAF organization* also expanded its remit. Normally, it focuses on psychosocial support
for vulnerable groups. During the pandemic, it provided humanitarian assistance on a broad
scale including the distribution of thousands of food vouchers, packages, and financial aid. The
organization reported an upsurge in complaints of domestic violence and mental health

problems along with reports of increased numbers of families at risk (ASSAF, 2020). Despite

2 The article focusses only on humanitarian needs and assistance. Other COVID-19 related services were
provided by national and local government. The Tel Aviv municipal authority facilitated testing,
vaccination, and quarantine services for the asylum-seeking community, and other uninsured or
undocumented groups. The municipality also provided food and humanitarian relief through its unit,
Mesila- Aid and Information Center for Migrant Workers and Refugees https://www.tel-
aviv.gov.il/en/Live/Community/Pages/RefugeesandMigrantWorkersMesila.aspx. Mesila distributed
shopping vouchers to other organizations working with the community, as did CIMI
https://www.cimi.org.il

3 The Garden Library (Arteam) is a non-profit organization established in 2009 to promote the human
rights of asylum seekers and migrant workers. Art and educational programs provide members of migrant
communities with tools and skills that improve their situation in the job market, their understanding of
Israeli society, and their ability to advocate for their rights https://en.thegardenlibrary.com/.

4 ASSAF is an Israeli NGO established in 2007 with the mission of providing psychosocial aid for vulnerable
groups among asylum seekers: minors, survivors of torture, the chronically ill, people with disabilities,
single parent families, and women suffering from domestic abuse https://assaf.org.il/en/.
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the frequent lockdowns it continued its on-going activities: psychosocial support, information
dissemination, and youth meetings online.

During the first lockdown various existing organizations fundraised for aid and provided
initial humanitarian support. As the pandemic restrictions continued, many NGOs stopped
providing food relief and redirected their focus and resources to other lines of work. Citizen

initiatives then became a main source of food and basic needs.

Civic Movements for African Asylum Seekers

During the first year of COVID-19 citizen initiatives provided crucial support for asylum seekers
in Israel. Two initiatives stood out in terms of their scope and duration. Both were founded by
women who foresaw the impending humanitarian crisis and began organizing their communities
and resources. The two initiatives — Food for the Soul and Culture of Solidarity — worked in
different ways to collect and distribute food and funds. They also mobilized hundreds of
volunteers.

Culture of Solidarity is a movement that sprang out of the spontaneous actions of three
Israeli women who met through Tel Aviv's cultural and culinary scene - Alma Beck, Danielle
Cantor, and Leah Tonic. During the first lockdown of March 2020, they collected surplus food
from restaurants and offices that were shut due to COVID-19, and distributed it to individuals
in need. Overwhelmed by the needs on the ground and the tremendous response they received,

they recruited and mobilized hundreds of volunteers in a movement of mutual aid, to:

support the most vulnerable communities among us - seniors, refugees, domestic
abuse survivors, single mothers, religious and secular, Jews and Palestinians alike, and

others who were not getting their basic needs met (Culture of Solidarity, 2020).°

The initiative, therefore, provided aid to asylum seekers as well as other vulnerable
populations. They set up programs to help elderly citizens with cooking, groceries, and
emotional support, alongside home repair projects and debt coverage for families in need.

This community of activists developed an initiative that collects surplus produce from
wholesalers and farmers (see, for example, Figure 1) and dry food donations, and prepares
and distributes food boxes or home cooked meals. On its website, leaders of the initiative

describe it as a:

A growing community of everyday people who feel a call to action and respond to a
situation in which the welfare system and non-profits are unable to meet the demands

for help during this devastating crisis (Culture of Solidarity, 2020).°

5 Culture of Solidarity. Homepage. https://www.cultureofsolidarity.com

6 Culture of Solidarity. Homepage. https://www.cultureofsolidarity.com
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They enlisted restaurants, businesses,
and individuals to join in ongoing activities
and collaborated with community
organizations among the asylum seekers for

distribution and needs assessment. Storage,

.. Ppacking, and distribution took place in empty

nightclubs, restaurants, art galleries, and

other businesses that volunteered their

: space. By the end of the first year of activity,
g they were delivering 700-1000 boxes of food

every two weeks (see, for example, Figure 2).
In a newsletter circulated during the winter

of 2021, they cited a sense of urgency and

the hope that their work would inspire and cultivate a culture of solidarity (Culture of Solidarity,

2021).

During an organizing meeting on Zoom, Danielle described aid as a response to the state’s

failure to provide basic rights:

We tried to contact local councils or municipalities, but they refused to cooperate. The

community is in a total humanitarian disaster, the state and institutions that are

supposed to take care of people are failing them. By working together and combining

our resources, we can build safety nets that provide an alternative to the state and its

welfare apparatus (D. Cantor, Organizers Zoom Meeting, January 21, 2021).

Recognizing the failure of the state to provide rights, and the limited capacities of NGOs,

citizens organized to provide basic rights.

7 Culture of Solidarity. Jan-Feb 2021 Newsletter. https://mailchi.mp/0dd10f85682a/53zpygd508
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Figure 1: Culture of Solidarity volunteers sort vegetables Figure 2: Culture of Solidarity volunteers load boxes

Similarly, Food for the Soul initiative was founded in early 2020 to address skyrocketing
rates of food insecurity amongst asylum seekers. It was founded by four Israeli women — Yonit
Naftali, Orli Fridkes, Noa Haviv, and Michal Zimri — who had all previously worked with asylum
seeking communities. They organized to provide for the basic nutritional needs of children and
the most vulnerable members of the community (Food for the Soul, 2020).8 Over 160
volunteers worked with them as packers and drivers delivering food packages to over 500
families every two weeks (see Figure 3). They collected money, food, and supplies from the
Israeli public, communities, businesses, and private donors. The Bialik Rogozin School in South
Tel Aviv® provided storage and packing space. An information page about the initiative
described it as a cooperative of activists, completely voluntary, based within a large community
of conscientious citizens (Food for the Soul, 2020).1°

Yonit, a lead organizer, explained how it developed:

All our lives came to a halt with the start of Corona. Nature dropped this bomb on all
of us. All of us were in shock, distress, and out of work. But the [asylum seeker] kids
I had worked with didn't have the most basic line of support. No severance pay for

parents, even though they paid taxes, no welfare services.

8 Food for the Soul. Informational Sheet. Provided on email.

9 Bialik Rogozin is one of four schools in South Tel Aviv where asylum seekers’ children make up the
majority of the student population, alongside other migrants’ children who live in the area
10 Food for the Soul. Informational Sheet. Provided on email
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I looked around and I realized - I have a way to get by, and they don't.... I don't have
access to change things within systems or through advocacy, so we had to develop

guerrilla methods to help people survive.

We have a commitment not to look away. (Y. Naftali, personal communication, August
2,2021)

Figure 3: Food for the Soul volunteers collect bags for distribution from Bialik Rogozin School

The work of the Food for the Soul initiative was accompanied by a strong discourse of
identity. Volunteers encouraged others to join and solicited donations on their Facebook page
through personal stories highlighting their identities and experiences as motivations for action.
For example, one volunteer connected her engagement to a history of Jewish persecution in a

video post on the initiative’s Facebook page:

We can't accept this situation. In our own history, we experienced being refugees,
seeking asylum. We were confronted with disregard, abuse, and cruelty. These things

are happening here and now, and we can't let them be (Food for the Soul, 2021)!!

Another volunteer encouraged activism based on a community identity and values
approach, drawing on Jewish proverbs and tales to explain the need to take action for the

asylum seekers:

11 Food for the Soul. (2021, February 27). Facebook Page.
https://www.facebook.com/115134487020896/photos/a.131826752018336/207394161128261/
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People ask why I volunteer here, of all places, citing the Jewish proverb, “your own
city’s poor come first.” And I agree — but these very people are my own city’s most
impoverished...

There’s a tale of Jewish man in Chicago who used to distribute food to African American
families during the 1960s.

He was once asked “Why help them? They are not Jewish.”

And he responded — "I know they are not Jewish, but I am” (Food for the Soul, 2021)*?

These testimonials and others embody the identity-based discourse that accompanies the
response of many Israelis to the plight of asylum seekers. Yonit explained her actions similarly:
My motives go back to my grandfather and grandmother who were Holocaust survivors.
My mother’s two brothers, at six and three years of age, were killed in the Holocaust
and no one reached out to help them as the life they knew was being ripped to shreds.
This shaped the lives of three generations that followed in unimaginable ways.
But the lesson I draw from this doesn’t start at Auschwitz. It started long before —
thinking about how people live in a social fabric that dissolves bit by bit.
My grandmother used to tell us how her local store had a sign in the front that stated:
‘No Dogs Allowed’. At some point, someone changed the sign to say — ‘No Dogs or
Jews Allowed.’
No one said anything. None of the neighbors protested or ripped off the sign, while
she was forced out. Auschwitz may have delivered the most painful blow, but acts of
resistance were needed long before it. (Y. Naftali, personal communication, August 2,
2021).

Mentions of the Holocaust, collective experiences of persecution and Jewish morality and
values exemplify the strong identity discourse that accompanied the collective’s aid efforts.
Activists explained their personal motivations this way and used these discourses to encourage
others to join the aid efforts. It appears that the rights discourse and identity discourse blended
into each other and were instrumentalized interchangeably to garner support for the cause at
hand.

Local Aid Initiatives for Asylum Seekers

While the aid initiatives discussed in the previous section reached thousands of asylum
seeker households for the duration of the pandemic, this section describes smaller, local,
temporary neighborhood initiatives to provide food aid. It focuses on two case studies:

neighborly aid in the city of Herzliya and local organizing for the southern cities of Ashkelon

12Food for the Soul. (2021, February 27). Facebook Page.
https://www.facebook.com/115134487020896/photos/a.131826752018336/207394161128261/
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and Ashdod. It argues that these small initiatives hold great potential for resisting state led
exclusion based on their geographical spread, the sustainable nature of neighborly
relationships, and the discourse of care underpinning them.

A few months into the pandemic, it became clear that many of the more established
programs were both overwhelmed with requests and limited in reach to Tel Aviv and a few
large cities.!* Requests for assistance continued to reach organizations and volunteers from
asylum seekers around the country. Pleas for help on social media triggered local responses.

In Herzliya, Hannah Raz, a long-time Israeli activist with asylum seekers, became
inundated with requests for assistance. She turned to Facebook, asking neighbors and friends
for help. Individuals delivered groceries and other necessities to local families and transferred
money to them to cover rent or medical needs. Oz Rotbart, a mother of three and an activist
living in Herzliya, decided to coordinate a local response. In a Facebook post from October
2020, she explained:

I can't stop thinking about these families, with empty fridges and cupboards, who live
within a 1 km radius from my home. I can't stop thinking about the way my country
chooses to treat refugees. So, I started a community collection project. My dream is
that people from my community (Herzliya) will add an item, two or three (based on
their ability) to their regular shopping, and that these extra items will form packages
for asylum seekers based on their needs (O. Rotbart, Facebook Post, October 23,
2020).

Initially, they delivered basic packages to five families in the city. Over time, the packages
became bigger and the number of families in need doubled and tripled. Over 130 local Israelis,
organized via WhatsApp, dropped off supplies at Oz’s house, based on the specific needs of
each family. Every two or three weeks, supplies would reach her ceiling and fill her hallways
(see, for example, Figures 4 and 5). At that point, five local volunteer drivers would deliver

them to families, with the collection cycle beginning anew.

13 Most NGOs and community organizations are based in Tel Aviv and were unable to regularly deliver aid
to other locations. Food for the Soul provided bi-weekly deliveries of bags of food to Ashkelon, Netanya,
and Petah Tikvah. Local initiatives such as the Jerusalem Asylum Seeker Community Center, the Alef
initiative in Haifa, and the Negev Center for Refugees in Beer Sheva were able to provide some support
to asylum seekers near those cities. However, over half of the asylum seeker population lived outside of
Tel Aviv and many remained out of reach of most distribution efforts.
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Figure 4. Supplies collected in Oz's storage room Figure 5: Supplies line Oz's hallway before distribution

In Ashkelon, asylum seekers sought assistance from Israelis on behalf of other asylum
seekers. Helen Woldemariam, an Eritrean asylum seeker and mother of three, became one
such activist. Seeing a dire situation of food insecurity unfold around her, Helen made phone
calls and searched Facebook for assistance. Since Ashkelon is far from Tel Aviv, they were
unable to receive aid from most NGOs located there. They intermittently received limited
assistance from the Negev Center for Refugees, which is based in Beer Sheva. Helen was
unemployed but her husband continued to work at a local meat shop. She described the
situation this way:

Before the Corona we didn't ask for anything. Everyone was working and they managed
on their own. But during Corona the situation was difficult. People had to stay home,
sometimes both mother and father, sometimes with four children. It was so hard, they
didn’t have work, they didn’t have food.

People didn’t know where to go, or who to ask.

So, I looked on Facebook and I found an Israeli woman that was helping people. I
called her and told her we have a problem here; people don't have food. After three
days she came with food and after that we organized regular deliveries and connections

to people in the area. (H. Woldemariam, personal communication, August 5, 2021)

Helen contacted Israeli activists in other cities through Facebook and maintained contact
with 60 families in Ashkelon who were in urgent need of food aid. Helen's request for aid was
publicized on social networks, and through the Culture of Solidarity community. Experienced
activists from Tel Aviv and Herzliya, Eritrean community activists from southern towns, and

newly engaged neighbors from southern Israel (reached through social media) met using Zoom
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to discuss how to organize assistance in southern Israel. Simultaneously, other southern
communities in need surfaced — in Ashdod, Netivot, and Sderot.

Through the new network, ad hoc sources of support emerged to address urgent needs
in Ashkelon. A local food donation initiative added several vulnerable asylum-seeking families
to their weekly distribution. A Food for the Soul volunteer dropped off 15-20 food packages
from Tel Aviv at Helen’s home on a bi-weekly basis. A local youth movement chapter
coordinated several food drives in the city. Finally, a local Jewish charity invited asylum seekers
to take fruits and vegetables from its supply. Together, these various initiatives helped mitigate
some of the crisis in Ashkelon.

Helen transformed her home into a food collection and distribution point. She used her
Hebrew to secure donations and her Tigrinya to coordinate distribution. When several babies
were born during the pandemic, She requested help in finding strollers and supplies for the
newborns — a call that was answered by several kibbutz communities in the vicinity. Helen
received satisfaction from her work helping others. She said:

It was good to be able to help my sisters and brothers. Also, there were three Russian
families in quarantine that we helped from what we received. It didn't matter Eritrean...
Russians... it was good to help.

This was new for me and new for the community. It was good, how people helped us,
and how we can help others (H. Woldemariam, personal communication, August 5,
2021).

During the days and weeks that followed the organizing Zoom meeting facilitated by
Culture of Solidarity, Eritrean activists in each southern city assessed local needs and created
lists for distribution. Individuals residing in @ number of kibbutz communities in the south
collected food (see, for example, Figure 6), baby supplies, clothes, toys, and money and
distributed it to Ashdod, Sderot, and Netivot. Asylum seekers and their Israeli neighbors
communicated on city-specific WhatsApp groups. When unemployment was at its peak, these
local initiatives were mobilized to provide aid. Neighbors helping neighbors had a positive

impact on hundreds of families in Israel’s geographic periphery.

Figure 6: Food collection cart at a kibbutz in southern Israel
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While, for the most part, prior to COVID-19, connections were lacking in these areas,
asylum seeker community activists and Israelis felt a sense of responsibility towards others
nearby. Asylum seekers felt cared for by their neighbors, sometimes for the first time. As Awet
Kebedom, an Eritrean activist from Ashdod, said:

The most important thing for the community is to know that we are not alone, to feel
like someone sees us, cares about us, and that takes a little bit of the pressure off (A.

Kebedom, Organizers Zoom Meeting, January 21, 2021).

Awet was part of an Eritrean community team in Ashdod that delivered aid to asylum
seekers. Together with Kibrom Aman, they coordinated deliveries with Israeli activists. Both
Awet and Kibrom continued to work at their jobs throughout the pandemic but also devoted
their time and language skills to mobilize assistance for others. Kibrom described how
collaborations with Israelis were different during the pandemic:

We worked together, that was the best thing. Before that I didn't work with Israelis.
Organizations sometimes gave us vouchers, and I only helped if they needed a
translator.

But when we worked together it worked well, we put everything in the community
center, and people could come and take it for themselves (K. Aman, personal

communication, March 9, 2021)

That asylum seekers distributed food amongst their peers, in familiar locations, without
the presence of Israelis fostered a sense of agency and self-reliance. Individual community
members contributed based on their abilities and skills. For example, Awet described how the
computer course he had taken and the various skills he had mastered proved to be helpful to
his organizing role. He also emphasized the importance of working with Israelis:

During Corona I was working partially. Many families were barely coping with life and
barely surviving. So, I decided to do my part and try to make life a little better. I made
a Google form to collect information from the community, a list of people, what they
need, how many kids...

The most important thing is to have connections between the community and Israelis,
and transparency about how we live in this country and how Israelis see us.

It's been a long time since we started living here in Israel and there was no connection
between the community and Israeli society. They have a one-dimensional image of the
community, only what they hear from the media and politicians.

Once we make the connections, the Israeli community will know who we are and how
we cope with this difficult situation (A. Kebedom, personal communication, September
15, 2021)

Local aid work was aware of and responsive to the needs of local people and made good

use of their skills in helping meet them. Thus, it proved to be very egalitarian. Alongside the
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discourses of rights and identity, this section demonstrates a new discourse of activism by local

communities - a discourse of care. As Oz clearly described in a Facebook post about the

initiative:
We came together as a large group of people who care. People who can't stand by and
do nothing. People share from their cupboards, their pockets, their time, and vehicles
on a regular basis. We give packages full of food and love to families who live in our
city... it gives me hope and reminds me that there are good hearted people around me,
with values, who are ready and willing to act for change (O. Rotbart, Facebook Post,
December 30, 2020).

Discussion

Israeli civic aid initiatives during the pandemic were unprecedented in scope. Similar to other
aid initiatives, the response during the COVID-19 pandemic was informed by both a rights and
an identity discourse. Yet, the global crisis also ushered in new kinds of local mutual aid
initiatives characterized by a discourse of care. This discourse provides new insights into
activism in a crisis.

In normal times, civil society focuses on policy change, education, advocacy, and rights.
In contrast, civil action during the pandemic focused on urgent humanitarian needs. Times of
emergency are characterized by volatility and sudden change. They also bring with them new
opportunities to find commonalities, break down barriers, and overcome differences.
Regardless of one’s identity, political awareness, or affiliations, anyone can understand what it
means to be hungry. Caring about hunger in one’s vicinity involves caring about the people
who live in it. This is a key difference between civic movements and local aid initiatives. Local
aid becomes “far more than delivering food packages to neighbours. These groups (re)
generate a sense of community or ‘communality” where citizens self-organize, rebuild social
fabric and experience their neighbourhood differently. They create other ways of living and
relating to each other” (Pleyers, 2020, p. 301).

In the Israeli case, caring aid efforts by citizens facilitated a greater inclusion of asylum
seekers by collaborating with them in local organizing and connecting them to Israelis in their
area. Care overcame state attempts to exclude certain groups by strengthening connections
between asylum seekers and Israelis. Mutual aid efforts usually rely on motivations
characterized by care rather than political or ideological motivations. However, as with other
discourses, they can be seen as “a form of activism expressing dissent with the state’s response
to the pandemic and addressing gaps in this response” (Chevée, 2021, p. 1). Times of crisis
and disaster shed light on the state’s inadequacy in addressing the needs of marginalized
populations. In highlighting the need for alternative forms of support, they also provide
opportunities for change. Thus, a crisis can break down pre-existing boundaries and facilitate

new connections.
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Read within the wider political context, mutual aid can be seen as “a form of political
participation and dissent with the way care is administered and managed in society” (Spade,
2020, p. 136). There is a strong communicative, reciprocal aspect to care that involves all
interacting parties, such that “whether the needs have been met or not, whether the caregiving
was successful or not, there will be some response to the care that has been given” (Tronto,
1998, pp. 16-17). By extending care to asylum seekers who had been systemically excluded
from the state, Israeli citizens were able to resist state-led racialized exclusion through
neighborly acts of support.

Mutual aid and solidarity are not new trends in Israel. Networks of mutual aid have long
existed within the Sudanese and Eritrean communities and were central to community survival
through the crisis. Israeli initiatives of mutual aid are also ubiquitous throughout different
communities around the country, for different groups and causes. However, this article
highlights the exponential growth in the mutual aid projects directed toward African asylum
seekers that involved the community during the pandemic. By involving asylum seekers in
organizing efforts, local mutual aid initiatives emerged as an egalitarian way to overcome
divisions and power imbalances.

Spade (2020) describes mutual aid as a form of “radical collective care” that can stimulate
social change and dissent. He explains that during times of crisis the “expanding use of mutual
aid strategies will be the most effective way to support vulnerable populations to survive,
mobilize significant resistance, and build the infrastructure we need for the coming disasters”
(p. 131). The present case study of local civic response to African asylum seekers in Israel is
conceived of as just that — a form of dissent and resistance to government policies of exclusion.
Civil society’s response during the pandemic entailed concrete practices accompanied by a
discursive dimension that confronted exclusionary state practices through acts of solidarity and
care.

Local initiatives of help among neighbors emerged as a new and hopeful mode of action,
guided by a discourse of care. Observations of how this discourse of care emerged in local aid
activities during the COVID-19 pandemic in Israel offer several insights for activism and refugee
protection work. First, the accessibility of the care discourse provides a pathway for
participation and activism across identity groups, geographic areas, ethnicities, and political
affiliations. Second, local aid provision that involves asylum seekers in their organization tends
to be more egalitarian. Taken together, local initiatives of aid based on care can foster
accessible, egalitarian, sustainable engagements as meaningful counterweights to exclusionary
state policies.

While local initiatives among neighbors may appear small in scope or short-lived, I argue
that they have the potential to resist exclusion. The practice of local mutual aid and the
discourse of care are more accessible and egalitarian. They can produce sustainable

relationships and connections in people’s everyday lives and localities that last beyond a crisis.
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Hopeful as this argument may be, it is important to remember the role of the state. Civic
initiatives might have been able to mitigate some difficulties caused by the pandemic or help
asylum seekers navigate the state’s failures and harm to their rights. However, racialized state
exclusion remains key to the continued suffering of this group. Hopefully, this study will inspire
further research on mutual aid initiatives and strategies for resisting state-led exclusion and

power inequalities.
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"Suitable Accommodation" for Agricultural and Home-Care Migrants Before and
After COVID-19

Yahel Kurlander and Idit Zimmerman

Abstract

Israel’s Foreign Workers’ Law (1991) stipulates a number of conditions for employing a foreign
worker, including the employer’s obligation to provide, at his/her expense, "suitable
accommodation" for the worker. This study examines and compares the accommodation
conditions for agricultural and long-term home care migrant workers in Israel before and after
the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. A comparative look at the short-term policy responses
(April to December 2020) between the two sectors, along with empirical data from employers
regarding accommodations, reveals the shared logic that animates the Israeli labor migration
regime — that of the instrumental treatment of migrant workers. The study identifies structural
fault lines in the regulation of accommodations in these two sectors that were exacerbated by
the COVID-19 pandemic and led, in some cases, to increased labor market exploitation that

may amount to human trafficking.

Keywords: migrant workers, care, agriculture, accommodation, human trafficking, COVID-19.



Abstracts

Filipino Migrant Caregivers in Israel during COVID-19: Enhancing Communal

Social Capital via Facebook

Deby Babis and Galia Sabar

Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic has differentially affected citizens and non-citizens, both asylum
seekers and migrant workers, worldwide. We explore how the Filipino caregiver migrant
community in Israel used social media to cope with the unique challenges its members faced
during the first months of the pandemic. Based on digital ethnography on Facebook and
interviews, our findings reveal that these challenges included loss of their jobs with no
government support, loss of their day off and the ability to meet other Filipino caregivers in
person, limited access to information on COVID-19 relevant to Israel and potential loss of their
visa after giving birth. To cope with these challenges, they utilized Facebook to (1) manage
self-help philanthropic campaigns assisting the needy; (2) organize digital communal events,
enabling isolated Filipino caregivers to be actively involved; (3) provide information on COVID-
19 in Israel and in the Filipino community and (4) create a communal operation to send babies
to the Philippines to obey regulations concerning migrant women who gave birth. While
complying with strict lockdown and social distancing regulations, the Filipino caregiver
community developed new modalities of conduct via social media platforms and cultivated
online communal social capital, which expanded the well-established social capital that already

existed in the community.

Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic; social capital; migrant workers; Filipinos; Israel

135



Hagira 12 2022

Civic Initiatives for Asylum Seekers during COVID-19 against State-enforced

Exclusion

Maayan Ravid

Abstract

This article reviews the difficulties faced by Sudanese and Eritrean asylum seekers in Israel
during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the response of Israeli civil society. It is premised on the
notion that African asylum seekers in Israel have been subjected to state enforced structural
and racialized exclusion since their arrival in the state. Systemic exclusion has had a
detrimental effect on the asylum seekers’ wellbeing that was exacerbated during the COVID-
19 pandemic. The article surveys various forms of civil society aid discourses that developed
in the country in support of African asylum seekers. It presents new findings from empirical
research conducted with aid initiatives during the pandemic regarding civic activism. It
focuses on local mutual aid initiatives that involved asylum seekers, highlighting how such
initiatives increased during the pandemic, accompanied by a discourse of care. It argues that
local initiatives, guided by care, can resist state-led exclusion and power inequalities in

activism.

Keywords: asylum seekers, civic society, aid discourse, mutual aid, local activism, care



Abstracts

Attitudes of the Israeli public toward labor migrants and asylum seekers during
COVID-19: Feelings of threat and willingness to grant health rights

Karin Amit and Svetlana Chachashvili-Bolotin

Abstract

The present study examines the attitudes of the Israeli public toward labor migrants and asylum
seekers during the COVID-19 pandemic. It explores the Israeli public’'s perceptions about the
threats posed by labor migrants and asylum seekers based on economic, social and national
grounds as well as perceived threats to public health during this challenging period. The study
examines the willingness of the Israeli public to grant healthcare rights to these immigrants, as
a result of the perceptions about the threats they posed at the socio-economic, national, and
health levels. The study is based on data from an online survey conducted in April-May 2020
during the first wave of the pandemic among a representative sample of the adult Israeli
population that included 624 participants (504 Jews and 120 Arabs). The findings reveal that
the Israeli public in general, both Jewish and Arab, feel more threatened economically, socially,
nationally and health-wise by asylum seekers than by labor migrants. They also indicate that
the Israeli public is more inclined to grant healthcare rights to labor migrants than to asylum
seekers. Finally, as perceptions about the threats posed by migrants increase, the willingness
to grant them healthcare rights decreases. The findings of this study join other current studies
indicating a radicalization of attitudes towards immigrants in general and especially toward

asylum seekers during periods of economic crisis such as the COVID-19 period.

Keywords: attitudes towards migrants, asylum seekers, labor migrants, perceptions of threat
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Asylum Seekers in Israel during COVID-19: Characteristics, Needs and Sources of
Help

Nelly Kfir, Dana Yofe, and Naama Hecht

Abstract

Asylum seekers in Israel were particularly vulnerable to the effects of the COVID-19 crisis, even
compared to migrant workers who had permits. The latter were employed in sectors that were
considered essential and had some mandatory protection as part of their employment. During
lockdowns, asylum seekers suffered from food insecurity, the inability to pay rent and
intensified difficulties in all areas of life. In response to the crisis, the Center for International
Migration and Integration (CIMI) was part of a cash assistance project. The contact with the
population of asylum seekers enabled CIMI to systematically assess their condition during the
crisis. The article reports on the findings of a phone survey conducted in November-December
2020 among 214 respondents who received cash assistance. Findings illustrate their most
important needs and their sources of help and information, and whether and how they were
connected to socio-demographic characteristics. Although these migrants’ needs intensified
during the COVID-19 crisis, they are, in fact, part of an ongoing reality. The article concludes
with a call for suitable interventions that can improve these migrants’ ability to navigate the
Israeli system to seek help and build resilience among asylum seeker communities in facing the

constant crisis of their life in Israel.

Key words: COVID-19 crisis, asylum seekers, crisis-response, urgent needs, sources of help
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Education since 2015. Since 2021 she has been an Associate Editor of the journal Hagira
("Migration” in Hebrew). Her main areas of research include inequality in education, migration
and education, and the economic and social integration of immigrants. Dr. Chachashvili-Bolotin
has published more than 30 articles in international journals as well as professional and applied
studies and reports. Her long-term goal is to strengthen the connections between academia
and practice. She considers herself an applied sociology researcher-practitioner whose research

is affected by practice and whose practice is informed by research.
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Naama Hecht- M.A.

Naama Hecht heads the Call Center for Foreign Workers at the Center for International
Migration and Integration (CIMI). She holds an M.A. in International Development Studies
(Glocal Program) and a B.A. in International Relations and Asian Studies, both from the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, and has a background in the protection and promotion of the labor
rights of vulnerable populations. She helped distribute financial assistance to asylum seekers
in Israel following the onset of the COVID-19 crisis as part of the aid project initiated by JDC

Israel.

Dr. Nelly Kfir

Dr. Nelly Kfir heads the Research, Evaluation and Development section at the Center for
International Migration and Integration (CIMI). As part of her work, she is in charge of creating
a strong knowledge base about migration and migration policy, sharing the growing body of
that knowledge to promote CIMI's causes, and supporting and developing its various programs
and activities. Dr. Kfir has a background in the study of migrants' rights and civil society
initiatives, with experience based on combining research and practice. She has a Ph.D. from
Tel Aviv University's Department of Sociology and Anthropology. Her dissertation compared
labor migration in Israel and Singapore. Dr. Kfir's M.Sc. in Sociology is from the University of
Amsterdam’s Migration Studies program. Her thesis was on children of migrant workers in
Israel. She is also a certified graduate in Monitoring and Evaluation from the UN's International

Labour Organization.

Dr. Yahel Kurlander

Dr. Yahel Kurlander is a sociologist of labor markets who specializes in migration, particularly
in the field of agriculture, and gender. She received her Ph.D. from the Department of Sociology
at the University of Haifa. Her doctoral dissertation analyzed agricultural labor migration from
Thailand to Israel, with a particular focus on patterns of the recruitment industry in light of a
bilateral agreement between Israel and Thailand (1983-2013). In the course of her Ph.D, work,
she was a visiting scholar (2013-2015) in the Geography Department of the Economic
Geography Unit of the University of Zurich. Since 2018, Dr. Kurlander has been a post-doctoral
fellow (2019-2021) and a research fellow at TraffLab, which provides a labor perspective on
human trafficking, an ERC project led by Prof. Hila Shamir, Faculty of Law, Tel Aviv
University. She is a lecturer in sociology in the Department of Multi-Disciplinary Studies and
Human Services (B.A.), and in organizational behavior (M.A.) at Tel-Hai Academic College. Dr.
Kurlander is a passionate activist and participates in groups fighting for gender and migration

issues.
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Dr. Maayan Ravid

Dr. Ravid is currently conducting postdoctoral research in the Department of Geography and
Environment at Bar Ilan University on the urban response to African asylum seekers in Tel
Aviv during the COVID-19 pandemic. The research is part of an international comparative
project on migrant communities and urban citizenship during the pandemic. Dr. Ravid
completed her Ph.D. in criminology at the University of Oxford, England, where she studied
the detention of African asylum seekers in the Holot facility between 2013 and 2018 and its
wide-ranging effects on detained asylum seekers and Israeli residents in South Tel Aviv. She
obtained her B.A. in political science and the histories of Africa from Tel Aviv University, and a
masters in socio-legal research from Oxford’s Centre for Socio-Legal Studies. Dr. Ravid’s
academic studies correspond with her long-term activism alongside asylum-seeking

communities from Sudan and Eritrea in Israel.

Prof. Galia Sabar

Prof. Galia Sabar’s research during the past 25 years has focused on three main themes: Ethiopian
Jews (in Ethiopia and Israel), world migrations with a special emphasis on African labor migrants
and refugees, and African Christians and the relationship between religion and politics in Africa.

Her publications include five books, three edited volumes, and over 60 articles in academic journals.

Between 1999 and 2014 Prof. Sabar was the Chair of African Studies at Tel Aviv University, Head
of the Forum for Gender Studies and Head of the African Desk at the Daniel Abraham Center at Tel
Aviv University. Between 2015 and 2021 she was the President of Ruppin Academic College, one

of the best public colleges in Israel.

Beyond her scientific work, Prof. Sabar is an activist in several Israeli and international NGOs. Over
the years she has conducted several hands-on professional training programs and workshops
related to her fields of research geared to professionals and decision makers in Israel and other
countries. All these activities are part of her effort to translate academic knowledge into social

activism and bring about real change in the social and political realms.

Over the years, Prof. Sabar has been granted several local and international awards. Above all, for
her work that combines academic excellence and social action she received the Unsung Heroes
Award, granted by the Dalai Lama in 2009. Together with Ofer she is raising their five children and

two granddaughters.
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Dana Yofe

Dana Yofe holds a B.A. in sociology from Tel Aviv University and has started her master's
degree in the same department. In addition, she works at the Center for International Migration

and Integration (CIMI) on several research projects.

Idit Zimmerman

Idit Zimmerman has been an instructor in Tel Aviv University’s Law Faculty Workers' Rights
Clinic since October 2011. She holds an LL. B. (Cum Laude, 2006) from Tel Aviv University and
an LL.M. Program in Public and International Law (Northwestern Program) (Cum Laude,
2012). Between 2006 and 2007, Zimmerman clerked for the Solicitor General in the Tel Aviv
District Civil Department. Between 2007 and 2011, she worked as Deputy to the Solicitor
General in the Tel Aviv District Civil Department, practicing labor and administrative law. As
part of the TraffLab project, Zimmerman works in the Workers' Rights Clinic on a number of
cases related to the project’s research. Thus far, work has begun on a hotline for employers of
migrant care workers, and a large lawsuit has been filed on behalf of exploited migrant

construction workers in Israel.
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